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THE LIFE OF OUR MISSIONARY AT 
QUIGILLINGOK. 


Extracts from Letters of Br. F. Drebert, Quigillingok, Alaska. 


™ NDER date of September 14, 1915, a month before the 
‘} dangerous and uncomfortable experiences related in his 
diary of the journey from Bethel, which we publish 
jn this issue, Br. Ferdinand Drebert wrote :— 


“Tt may be that I shall get to Bethel myself before 
tle mail leaves for the outside, but as yet I donot know. Il have 
not heard when the Bender Bros. is due. When I hear of her 
coming, I shall go up to Bethel, as we are getting a few things 
on her yet for this house 

‘‘ Since we came here this summer, I have not been away. I| 
shall be glad to get to Bethel again for a few days. Here l 
have no white man at all to talk to just now. ‘There is a white 
trader living here during winter, but he has not arrived as yet. 
Being alone I miss the association with others, and the inspira- 
tion derived from contact with fellow-missionaries. 

‘‘My two living rooms are quite finished now, but the church, 
or assembly-room, is not altogether ready. Outside of the 
house we want to make some sidewalks and put up a small ice- 
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house. The dog and fish-house is finished. We have also 
painted the house, but only with one coat, as our paint gave out. 

‘*'The natives, too, are moving and building, although not as 
many as we should like to see. ‘There are some that always 
want to do everything next year, even though they have plenty 
of time just now. Several families are moving here from other 
villages. When they all get together, we shall have quite a big 
village—over 100 people. . 

‘The location, I believe, is certainly a fine one for a mission- 
station, both from the standpoint of accessibility and from a 
strategic standpoint. 

‘The time, too, is propitious, as the people are hungry to learn 
all we can give ‘them concerning their spiritual and outward 
welfare. Some of their superstitions they are dropping without 
hesitation. It remains still to be seen whether they will drop 
them all without hesitation. 

‘The field 18s ripe, and we pray that the Lord may send more 
messengers to bring the seeking safely into the assembly of the saved, 
We pray that the Holy Spirit may guide and teach the people to 


find eternal life. The opportunities for service are plentiful. 


‘Pray the Lord that He may give us strength and courage to 
do His work, and that He may ever stand by our side to help us. 

“There have been many requests for baptism since I came 
here. With the beginning of winter I hope to start instructions, 
and to baptize them at Christmas time. 

‘| have many things yet to learn. When one is alone one has 
to do and be everything. What makes me more trouble than 
anything else is the cooking proposition. Yesterday | thought 
I would try to roast a duck according toa recipe in the W hite 
House Cook Book. ‘The result was that I could eat only a little 
of it, and then nearly got sick. The cook-book, no doubt. is all 
right, but it was not meant for greenhorns. ‘Some things I haye 
learned to cook quite well, and I would be only too glad to see a 
hungry missionary or some other friend come along. I know 
what hungry people like best. Now I must close and cook 
dinner.’ 


THRILLING EXPERIENCES OF A MORAVIAN 
MISSIONARY IN ALASKA. 


In a letter recently recewed from the Superintendent of our Alaska 
Mission, Br. A. F Butzin, he refers to the terrible experiences our 
missionary, Br. F. Drebert, passed through on his way back to the 
new station, Quigillingok, from Bethel, where he had gone to get a few 
necessary supplies from the late boat. He writes: ‘‘ Winter oame 
down on us as a thief in the night and came violently. We are all 
filled with great thankfulness that our Br. Drebert was not lost in 
that fearful storm.’ ‘*I think,” he adds, ‘' that it will do the Church 
at home good to be told something about the herote services of our brave 
missionary now stationed at Quagillingok.”’ 
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The following are the extracts from Br. Drebert’s diary which have 
been sent by Br. Butzin : 


From my Diary, Ocr. 12-19, 1915. 


Oct. 12 (At Bethel).—We got up early, and after loading the 
vegetables and the dogs we started down river. ‘The Jloravian 
towed us as far as Eek Island, so | had a comfortable ride that 
far in the boat. ‘The weather was nice, though rather cold. 
After the Jforavian left us, we made slow progress and arrived at 
Kokak just before sundown. ‘here we pitched camp and retired. 
But soon it began to get colder, and before midnight a strong 
wind was blowing from the north. 


Oct. 13.—Very early in the morning the tide was full. So we 
got up to get an early start with the ebb. But while we ate 
breakfast the boat got aground at a place where we thought there 
was plenty of water. So we had to wait till daylight. Then we 
unloaded our goods, slid the boat down to the water, and loaded 
up again. At the mouth of the creek there was so much slush- 
ice, kept in by the wind, that we got through only by dint of 
hard work. And after we were out on the river the wind was so 
strong that the waves repeatedly washed into the boat. As the 
wind was getting worse, the trader decided to go through a 
shallow channel usable only at high tide—for the main channel 
was very rough and out of sight of land—but right at the mouth 
of the small channel we got stuck. Immediately we were broad- 
side to the wind, and the waves kept splashing over everything, 
sending the spray even many yards beyond us. Evervthing that 
was uncovered became coated with ice. I too was drenched 
considerably before I had time to get my suit of oil-cloth on. 
Presently we got into’ deeper water again and went on, but the 
wind was so strong that we could hardly sail, and finally our sail 
began to tear. We anchored once to fix it up, but as soon as we 
started again it tore worse than at the first. Then the trader 
thought we might take refuge in the Llokaknek Creek, which was 
not faraway. So we. kept on going till we thought we were in 
the creek. ‘There we anchored, hoping to get in toward land 
with the incoming tide at night. But as the water left we found 
we were not in the creek at all, though very near to it. This 
would make it impossible for us to go in at night on account of 
the heavy head-wind. Here we were, with not a chance of 
getting away. We dreaded the oncoming night, with the 
terrible wind and high tide and running ice. If the boat 
should swamp or be cut loose during the night by the running 
ice, we could not do anything to save it or ourselves. ‘The wind 
would simply take everything with it And with the torn sail 
and ropes frozen stiff we could not sail if we wanted to. So we 
decided to leave the boat and try to get to shore somehow. We 
quickly got together all the essential things, put them ina kayak, 
and started. ‘The trader first took Joe across the creek and left 
him with his bedding in the mud, while Alexie and I let the dogs 
out of the boat, and secured the boat as best we could, thinking 
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the dogs would follow us. Then I was to cross next. But the 
hayak was so full that I could not sit in it, so | knelt behind the 
trader. But as soon as we started we turned over. Fortunately 
the water was shallow and we could get out quickly. I did not 
get soaked very badly, as I had the slicker suit on. But all the 
things in the kayak got soaked more or less, as also did the 
trader. Then we emptied the kayak of the water and the rest of 
the contents and crossed the creek safely, both of us sitting down 
in the kayak. The trader then gct my grip and parka across, 
and | started to wade through the deepmud_ Fortunately it was 
only a short distance to higher and more solid ground. There I 
laid down my baggage and went to rescue Joe out of the mud. 
He was drenched, parka and pants, with mud to his knees. | 
took his bedding and gave him a hand to help him get started. 
When he got out he was minus one boot and the other was nearly 
off. So I persuaded him to leave his boots and walk ashore in his 
stockings. When we got to where my grip was I packed his bed 
and carried the grip, leaving my parka for him to carry, and told 
him to follow. Meanwhile the trader and Alexie had started in 
the kayak by the creek. The dogs, glad to get out of the boat, 
ran far away in the opposite direction over the mud bar. As the 
sun was already setting and land was at least five miles away, 
with a strong wind directly off shore, we had no time to lose, and 
then we could not tell but that we might have to walk through 
more deep mud at times or that we might have some more creeks 
to cross. I started off, thinking that Joe was following. But 
when I Jooked back he was sitting in the same place whence I 
had started. Iran back quickly, thinking that probably he had 
given up courage and was going to freeze to death. When I 
asked him why he did not follow, he said he would like to get 
some dry pants and foot-wear from the boat. “ Why,’ I said, 
“we can't; the trader is gone with his kayak and will not come 
back, and furthermore we have no time. we must go as we are.” 
Now he understood, and followed readily. Fortunately, there 
was very little soft mud and there were no creeks to cross. But, 
still, walking was not easy. The mud was frozen over and very 
slippery, so that the strong head-wind often brought us to a 
stand-still. Joe also had trouble with his stockings ; we had to 
stop often to tie them on again for him. It was long after dark 
when we reached shore. Never having been there before we 
knew of no sheltered place. So I \put Joe to bed right in the 
open and tried to pick a little pt but even that was very 
scarce. After a little while I lit some grass to signal our where- 
abouts to our partners, whom we had left behind in the dark. 
Coming in the kayak by the creek they could not travel as fast 
as we. e 
My signal was immediately answered bya shout. and presently 
one of the men came running in our direction and said they had 
found a good place, just a little further up, where there was a 
hittle high ground and some drift-wood. So we picked up our 
bedding and followed to the place. Here the kayak was set up 
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for a wind-break and we started to make fire. The wood was 
wet and the wind so fierce that we barely succeeded in making 
fire. My little axe, too, was missing—no doubt it had slipped 
out of the kayak when we upset. We tried our best to get the 
water to boil, ‘but finally had to make tea with only warm water, 
as we did not have any fine wood to replenish the fire. 

Then we went to sleep, all but myself, in the shelter of the 
kayak. I could not sleep with the boat and dogs continually 
on my mind, besides being wet and without bedding. So I 
spent a good deal of time in picking grass to keep warm. I| 
prayed repeatedly, but my faith was weak. Idid not expect to 
see our boat in the morning, seeing the ice was running very 
heavily in the creek. The grinding of the ice and roaring of the 
wind was anything but pleasant to listen to. 

October 14.—The night was long, but, when morning came. 
I got up to look for wood, and as I looked about, what should I 
see, but a tent only half a mile further up the creek. Without 
waking my partners I ran to see the people and to order some 
hot water for our breakfast. Two families were quartered 
temporarily in a big tent, and their loaded skin-boats frozen in 
the ice on the creek. They had intended to leave this morning 
to go further up the creek to their winter camp, but the creek 
was frozen over in a single night and they had to stay. Tor us 
it was a God-send that they were here. So I told them our story 
and went back to waken my companions. In a short time we 
were all running for the tent. It was refreshing to get some- 
thing hot to drink and to get neara stove. Unfortunately, the 
stove was small and the tent large, so that our clothes never even 
thawed out unless we sat very near the stove. However, it was 
much better than to be camped out in the open. 

After breakfast we, all but Joe, started out with two borrowed 
hand-sleds and a kay ak to see whether the boat was there yet. 
and to bring a few necessary things from her, the tide now having 
run out. As soon as we reached the flat we could make out the 
mast of our boat in the distance, and we were thankful she was 
there. It was no use doing anything with her yet, as the wind 
was still raging, and so we simply tried to take a few more 
things ashore. As we approached the boat, I kept whistling for 
the dogs, thinking that they had gone back to the boat ; but I 
was disappointed —there were no dogs there, nor any traces of 
dogs. No doubt they perished when “the tide came in at night. 

The boat and everything in it was covered with a heavy coat 
of ice from the spray. But the bow and anchor rope were not 
as badly chafed by the ice as we had expected. fortunately we 
had a brand new heavy anchor rope on her. After we loaded 
our sleds with a few things, we left again for shore. It wasa 
hard pull over the mud-flat, and we were very tired when we 
reached shore. ‘There was already a great deal of ice on the 
flats, and the creek within shore frozen over. 

Oct. 15.—To-day the wind had abated ‘considerably, so we 
decided to bring the boat up the creek as far as we could. If we 
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could not get her ashore, we could at least have her near enough 
to carry the things ashore. So we took another man with us and 
arrived at the boat before the small tide. We yot things pretty 
well cleared of ice, when the tide raised us, so we were ready to 
start. Alexie and I waded in the water pulling at a rope, the 
two men in the boat helping along by means of poles. The wind 
was still strong enough to give us a lot of trouble and hard 
work, but we finally got her into the creek, when it went better. 
The creek was open just far enough to admit us to the first 
point of high land. We could not have got a bit farther ; but, 
thank God, we got thus far, far enough to save the boat. The 
next day it was frozen far below us. 

Oct. 16.—Unloaded all the things from the boat and put them 
on land. Also cleaned the slush-ice away from around the boat, 
so that it could be brought in closer to land. For the latter 
purpose Alexie and I slept near the boat under the tent to-night. 


When the tide came in we pulled the boat closer in to land. 


Oct. 17.—As the boat was still not in a safe place, we worked 
nearly all day to get it up on the bank. ‘The work was 
very slow, as we had very little wood for blocking and no jacks 
nor tackles. But we finally got it up on land where it would 
be safe. 

Oct. 18.—This morning we put all our goods back into the 
boat, and started off for Quigillingok on foot, a stretch of 35 or 
40 miles. Also took the kayak along on a low sled. On our 
way to Ilkivik we met two natives of Quigillingok, but now 
living at Ikivik. They were out hunting. So, when they met 
us, they came along back to help us across the Ilkivik River, as 
they each hada kayak. With the three kayaks the six of us 
could all cross the river at the same time. Reached the Lkivik 
village of one house early in the afternoon and stayed for the 
night. ‘The people were very kind and hospitable in their way, 
but I could not feel comfortable; their house was small and 
unusually dirty, so that 1 got queer, crawling sensations all over 
my body. The food that they had to offer was not very appetizing 
either, but I ate a little of their fish. Had nothing of my own 
food left, excepting a can of “ Eagle’’ milk and some tea. 

Oct. 19.—The trader woke us very early, thinking that it was 
getting daylight. So we had breakfast; but we had to wait 
nearly two hours before it really began to dawn. With the 
greater part of our journey still béfore us, it was well that we 
got an early start, and alogs | it wt quite light we were again 
on our way towards Quigillingok. Now we were accompanied 
by three more men and a team of two dogs to help pull the sled. 
Exactly at noon we arrived at another village, Kangranak. 
Here we secured another team of dogs to help us on to Qui- 
gillingok. ..This last stretch was therefore easy travelling. As 
there were many lakes, we could ride on the sleds most of the 
way. Joe and Alexie came all the way from Kangranak on 
skates. We arrived home at 4 p.m. The beautiful home. 
and a bountiful supper were very much appreciated. We are 
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thankful to the Lord for His mercy, protection, and nearness in 
all times of danger and trouble. 


[From the Moravian of March &th, 1916. 


THE LATEST NEWS TO HAND FROM 
QUIGILLINGOK. 


The following was written after the October experiences. ‘The 
letter is dated December 3, 1915: 

‘Since I left Bethel, October 13, I have not received, nor sent, 
any mail. But to-day lam sending a team to Bethel with the 
mail. ‘l'ravelling is safe now for nearly two weeks; but as 
Dick, our helper, wanted to go up to Bethel himself, we waited 
until we could move his house up here to the new site from the 
old village. The house is only 16 ft. by 12 ft., but there are 
three thicknesses of boards. We hauled it over to the creek on 
rollers. ‘here we made wooden runners and iced them over 
and hauled the house right along without rollers, for a distance 
of nearly a mile. Then we pulled it up the bank again, by 
means of the rollers, and into place. Now we are putting a 
storm-house to it. 

‘This being the first year of our work here, there has been 
very much manual work all along. 

‘‘ Since November 1, I have been keeping school as best I can, 
under the circumstances, with no proper building and very little 
school furniture and requisites. I have no appointment, but 
Br. Butzin and I thought it would be well if 1 would teach at 
least two months, since there are so many children here and 
none of them have ever gone to school. And, then, I teach them 
the native hymns in school, the Lord’s Prayer, and Scripture 
portions. So it is practically missionary work. As long as 
there is no school here, 1 feel it my duty to teach them a little 
any way. 

‘T have not travelled to the other villages yet this winter, as 
I have no dogs now, but I shall try to get some dogs again at 
Bethel. Before Christmas | expect to form a class of candidates 
for baptism. ‘There are a number of applications, but some of 
them are still out on the tundra. After New Year, l expect to 
spend most of my time in travelling. 

“This fall I brought one of the orphanage boys along from 
Bethel. Joe helps me in my household work and also in the 
teaching. Under Mrs. Holtmeier he has learned to play the 
organ quite well. So he was to be an organist here in 
Quigillingok. We brought an organ along from Bethel, too; but, 
since we froze in on our way down, the organ has stayed at the 
boat and we have not been able to get it thus far. Many of our 
other things that were left there I have already sent for by sled 


and received. The organ is rather | too big for our narrow dog- 
sleds.” 
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“No one will feel the loss of the dogs as much as I do. 
Although they are dumb animals, I had become much attached 
to them. There were eight of them—and all fine healthy dogs. 

‘Since we are beyond any mail routes here, communication 
will be rather slow, especially in spring and fall. There are 
long seasons when travelling is impracticable.” 
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REPORT FROM THE POTRERO MISSION AMONG 
THE INDIANS FOR 1915. 


By the Rev. Wm. H. Weinland. 


T would not be difficult to write a very discouraging report 
of our Mission work for the past year, for the general con- 
dition 1s not what it should be. One of the most dis- 


couraging features is the fact that our services, both 
Sunday-school and preaching, have at times been poorly 
attended. When we look for the real cause we cannot but see 
that, by at least some of our members, spiritual things are not 
given their true value. While there are exceptions to the rule, 
the rule remains, that people do what they desire to do. When 
people have time and strength for this and that, whatever excuse 
may be given for not attending church services, it is plainly to 
be seen in what direction their desires lead them. While it has 
been our aim to build up our people materially and help them to 
become self-supporting citizens, we have tried to keep spiritual 
matters in the foreground, producing true, sound Christian 
character as a foundation upon which to build their material 
prosperity. But some of our people| have got “‘the cart before 
the horse,” reaching first after material good, while their souls 
starve. 


Speaking of our discouragements to one who has been a close 
observer of our work from its inception, this friend remarked :— 
‘While it is true that your work has not developed as you had 
hoped, there are nevertheless good points to be seen. ‘Take the 
moral sphere, for example. Your influence and that of your 
family has reached much further than you perhaps realize.”’ 
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Hence we seek courage to keep on, relying upon the promise 
of God that His Word shall not return unto Him void, trusting 
also that He Who has called us to His work will enable us to 
subvert all hindering influences. 

In some respects the past year has been a hard one for our 
Indians. Dependent as they are for their living upon the fruit 
industry, the war in Europe knocked the bottom out of the fruit 
market, reducing the price of some fruits. below the cost of de- 
livery, to say nothing of the cost of production cancelling more 
than profits. Some of our people also had contracted with the 
Government for trees, &c., out of the “ Reimbursable Fund.” As 
these instalments had to be paid when due, the Government took 
its share of their earnings first, leaving but little to live on. In 
view of this situation it would have been suicidal for us to have 
insisted arbitrarily upon the payment of fixed Church dues. 
Most of our members have. however, shown a liberal spirit and 
have given what they could, paying for the quarterlies and the 
papers used in Sunday-school, and in addition contributing a 
“nest (99° towards the General Mission Treasury. I say a 

‘“nest egg,” for there is good reason to believe that their contri- 
butions to the T.ord’s work will increase with improved financial 
conditions. 

Some of the vexatious questions which confront the missionary 
in his relation to Government officials, and the proper way to 
meet potent evils, are: shall he endeavour to have these evils 
corrected, and thus shoulder the accusation that he imagines 
himself “a Daniel come to judgment,” or shall he ‘“‘ saw wood 
and say nothing,” letting the evils take their own course, or 
shall he side with the perpetrators of the wrongs as against the 
wronged, for the sake of so-called harmony and the dollars which 
can be sucked from between the soiled fingers? Some have 
tried one course, some another. An authoritative answer to this 
puzzling question would be of great benefit. 

The year has closed with an epidemic of measles, both in our 
neighbouring white community and among our Indians, causing 
our church to be closed temporarily. ‘The after-effects of measles, 
especially among Indians predisposed to lung troubles, call for 
special precautions. In place of the usual Christmas exercises, 
therefore, we took the Christmas gifts to each house. ‘lhe mem- 
bers of the “Comrade” class of our West Salem, III. .. Sunday- 
school came to our assistance with several dolls and picture 
books. so that the $5.00 so kindly sent by the ladies of the 
Bethlehem Indian Association could be stretched to give each 
member of the congregation some token of Christmas love. [ach 
woman of the congregation received gingham fora kitchen apron, 
each man a pair of warm gloves, the boys marbles. the girls dolls, 
and all, both young and old, a bag of candy. These gifts are 
always appreciated, and, as they are in some cases the only touch 
of Christmas cheer our Indians receive, we try to overlook none. 

In ministering to the sick we find that eur people have made 
great progress. The “medicine man,” found amongst all ab- 
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original peoples, has been replaced by the regular physician, 
whose medicines and instructions are welcomed and made use of. 
Proper facilities for caring for the sick are lacking. In past 
years we have cared for the sick as best we could in their own 
homes, and in some cases even taken them into our home 
Various efforts have been made by the Government to provide 
a hospital, but without results. From the Indians’ point of view 
the situation is distressing, when they see Government officials 
able to secure public funds for automobiles and other laxurious 
perquisites galore, while nothing can be, or at least 1s, provided 
for the proper eare of sick Indians. Weare not foolish enough 
to think that three hundred dollars (£62 10s.) would provide a 
fully equipped hospital, but that sum would build us an in- 

rmary, 1n which our Indians could care for their sick under far 
better conditions than their homes can possibly provide. Our 
church is taking no part in the purely educational sphere of 
Indian work, that sphere being occupied by others. There is an 
open door, a pressing need. Shall we not regard this asa call 
from the Master, and do our utmost to supply the need ? 


>e~< 


WEST INDIES (Eastern Province). 
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Antigua. 


N acquaintance with the work of our Church in Antigua 
lasting over only the last three months of the year, 
makes anything like a complete report hardly possible 
A few notes gathered from the Reports of the individual 
congregations, and from the figures for the year, may, 
however, give some idea of what our work has been. 


This has of course been no normal year: all the congregation 
Reports speak of the effects on church life of the war. The 
island has of course been affected ; but, on the whole, | am in- 
clined to judge that, apart from the economic difficulties insepar- 
able from such a time of crisis as this, our Mission has continued 
its work in a manner which may be described as almost undis- 
turbed, compared with the readjustment, far reaching even if 
temporary, of religious life in the home-land. 

The numbers under our care remain about the same as in 
the previous year, there being on our books well over seven 
thousand members of all classes. How many Moravians there 
may be in the Island not accounted for by our statistics, it is 
impossible to say, though probably not a very large number. 

The financing of our work has of course been a matter of 
some difficulty—requiring care, thought, and work. In the 


= 
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present condition of affairs it is almost impossible for our people 
to do quite as much as in ordinary years; yet we are glad to say 
that our Mission has come through the year, and met all 
expenses, without having to draw on the Island Reserve, accumu- 
lated against times of necessity. 

The local reserves of the various congregations, were, however, 
requisitioned,-and in most cases exhausted. We have to face 
the New Year without them. In 1915 our Mission came through 
the ordeal, owing mainly to the very wise economy of the 
Warden, Br. M. Wolter. We enter 1916 therefore knowing that 
the same care will be necessary. 

A few notes may be taken from the records of the various 
congregations. 

Spring Gardens and Potters. 


Various personal changes have taken place during the year. 
The work at the out-station Potters had always been under the 
care of Br. C. E. Romig, of the Theological College. Br. 
Romig’s departure left the work in the hands of the Spring 
Gardens minister. Br. 'T. M. Van Vleck, previously in charge of 
Gracefield and Bethany, was therefore appointed Assistant 
Minister in the town congregation. In October, Br. M. Wolter 
left for the Danish Islands, his place being taken by the present 
minister. Under the care of these brethren the congregations 
and Sunday-school have been maintained at about their usual 
level. The Spring Gardens congregation remains the largest in 
our West Indian work, with over seven hundred communicant 
members A number of the young men attached to our church 
and congregation volunteered for Active Service, and went to 
England in October with the West Indian Contingent. 


Gracehill with Cana. 


From Gracehill Br. Sarjeant reports a rather difficult year, 
with not quite all expectations realized. There has been some 
decrease in the congregation, but an increase in the Sunday- 
school. A praiseworthy feature is the attempt by the minister 
to train up some of the brethren as lay-preachers or catechists. 

In our under-staffed condition our work can be maintained 
only through the assistance of our lay brethren, and, unless 
these are prepared and fitted for their duties, our work must 
suffer. 


Lebanon and Newfield. 


These two congregations under the care of Br. Christopher 
have found their church activities hampered to some extent by 
the heavy rains that have marked the latter part especially of 
the year. While much needed for the sugar crops, the heavy 
rains prevented the ordinary work in the fields, and the bad 
state of the roads considerably affected the attendance at the 
services. In spite of these drawbacks Br. Christopher writes 
hopefully of the evident tokens of a living faith in many of the 
members. | 
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Cedarhall and Gracebay. 


A slight increase in membership is reported in both these con- 
gregations by Br. Haynes. Financially he reports a time of 
much hardship and difficulty. ‘“‘ The struggle for family support 
has been keen, and that for the church support has been en- 
nobled by many instances of self-denial.” ‘The Sunday-school 
remains about the same, but Br. Haynes deplores the fewness of 
the men who take part in the work of teaching. 


Greenbay and Five Islands. 


Increase in the church attendances at both these stations is 
reported by Br. Williams. Finances have been in most depart- 
ments of church work satisfactory. Great instability among tlie 
younger members seems to be the chief complaint brought for- 
ward. In his congregation also heavy rains and bad or flooded 
roads have hampered the external success of many of the church 
services. 

Gracefield and Bethany 


Have this year experienced a change of minister. In the 
latter part of the year Br. T. M. Van Vleck was appointed 
Second Minister in town, and Br. H. Henry, recently from the 
Buxton Grove Theological Seminary, was placed in charge. 
Many removals seem to have thinned these congregations, 
especially at Bethany. What the future may hold for them will 
depend on many causes. 


General remarks upon the work of the year it is not possible to 
make. ‘lime has not yet been sufficient for the discovery of 
what may be peculiar difficulties of the particular work, nor yet 
what special opportunities of development and progress may 
show themselves. ‘Time no doubt will reveal them. May the 
Church be enabled wisely to discern what doors may be opened 
to us, and rightly to minister to the Christian growth of our 
congregations and people in this island. A. B. Hurron, 


St. Thomas. 


It is difficult to begin any review of the year 1915 without 
remarking the importance that the war has had in shaping the 
history of the island and the Church during that period. But 
with us it has been chiefly in the\paralysis of trade and the 
scarcity of work for our people, leading of course to a decided 
fall in all sources of Church income. When, however, we com- 
pare our circumstances in these islands to even our near neigh- 
bours, where families have not only felt the touch of need but 
have had to send their sons to be plunged into the huge cauldyon 
of varnage that this war has developed into, we consider our lot 
a favoured one, and, while giving our heartfelt sympathy to all 
upon whom the blighting hand of this scourge has been laid, we 
gratefully record our thankfulness to God for His mercies in this 
and many other ways during the past year. 
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The trade of St. Thomas and the employment given in various 
ways by the shipping and coal wharves, especially lately by the 
West India Company's new establishment, are the sources of the 
prosperity of the island and its near-by neighbours of St. Jan 
and ‘Tortola. ‘The latter company closed its building operations 
about the middle of the year, and the blocking of the Panama 

Canal shut off the increasing number of ships going to the west 
coast of South America ; so, with the exception of occasional ves- 
sels going round the Horn and those in distress, the port was 
very dull and lack of business and idleness resulted. Sto 
Domingo proved again as in past years the resource available for 
employment, and the sloops and schooners plying between here 
and San Pedro de Macoris carried in the early months of the year 
and straight on during its course large cargoes of hopeful emi- 
grants, many of them a distinct loss to our congregations. The 
church at Nisky suffered most in this respect, losing many of its 
active young people, while in town useful workers were among 
the number drawn away. With the drop in trade and shipping 
there came, but from quite different causes, an increase in the 
price of living, so that the poor have felt the pinch very materi- 
ally, and the demands upon the charity of the Churches and 
community generally have been very great. ‘To offset the cost of 
imported foods, there has been an increase in native-grown 
vegetables, and, the season having been an exceptionally good 
one from an unusually equal distribution of rain throughout 
the year, suffering has been somewhat lessened; but there has 
still been great need of food and clothing. ‘l'o meet this latter 
want, a good supply of garments of all sorts was brou ght from 
the States by Mrs. Greider, on her return in March, and since then 
other boxes have been received and the contents distributed where 
most needed. ‘These timely supplies came from Societies in Beth- 
lehem and Winston-Salem, and the kindly donors are herewith 
again thanked for their liberal assistance. 

The labour question became a very acute one in the latter part 
of the year in the neighbouring island of St. Croix; but though 
there was some agitation here by the leader of the movement, 
there has been no unrest, as on the whole people both in the town 
and country are fairly well paid and there is little cause for com- 
plaint. A scheme of land reform, by which thrifty labourers can 
secure small holdings, while suited principally to conditions in 
St Croix, will be extended to St. ‘Thomas also, and is so liberal in 
its provisions that it should lead to a development of our large 
unused estates, and to the establishment of a worthy class of 
small proprietors. One result of the lack of labour in town has 
been the taking up of land by a larger number of tenants; and 
it is to be hoped that these may permanently remain in the 
country districts. 

There have been a good many changes of a minor character in 
the staff of the Mission during the vear under review. In St. Jan, 
early in April, Mr Jacets, formerly secretary at our station at 
Friedensfeld, St. Croix, moved to an estate called K. C. Bay as 
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manager, and became resident temporarily at Bethany, where he 
took over the duties of catechist. In August, Br. Lloyd and 
family left for England via Porto Rico and New York, after 
spending two weeks in St. Thomas, at Nisky, awaiting their 
steamer. As temporary supply, Br. A. B. Romig took over the 
pastorate in St. Jan for a short time, and later, in September, 
Mr. George Penn, the assistant and teacher at New. Herrnhut, 
was called to fill the vacancy, Mr. D. E. Philip, from Tobago, 
taking his post at the latter place. Sto. Domingo, from the very 
beginning of our work there, has been fathered a great deal from 
St. Thomas, and in May the writer spent a month between La 
Romana, Macoris, and Sto. Domingo City on a visitation there, 
with the special object of dedicating the new church at the first- 
named place. ‘There being need of further pioneer work being 
done there, especially in view of the appointment of a permanent 
pastor in charge, Br. Romig was again released temporarily from 
his work at Nisky for this purpose in November, and Br. M. 
Wolter appointed as locum tenens and acting warden of the 
St. Thomas Mission, and at the time of writing he is still there 
organising the work. 

An event of much interest and instruction during the year was 
the celebration, in July, of the 500th anniversary of the martyr- 
dom of John Hus. “ It was arranged that both on Sunday, July 
4th, and on the 6th of July special services should be held in 
celebration of this event, and these called forth excellent and 
interested audiences, especially the meeting on the evening of 
July 6th. This was held in the Memorial Church in the town. 
and was presided over by Mr. Barnes, the acting Colonial Secre- 
tary. After a grateful acknowledgment by the chairman of the 
worth to the world as well as the Church of such lives as that of 
Hus, speeches followed on the subjects: ‘The Middle Ages,’ 
‘Bohemia and Hus,’ ‘ Trial and Death of Hus,’ ‘ Hus and the 
Unitas Fratrum,’ and ‘ Permanent value of the work of Hus’ ; 
and, though the service lasted for more than 2 hours, the large 
audience that filled the church listened attentively throughout. 
Similar meetings were held in St. Jan on the 20th and 21st of the 
month, respectively, at Emmaus and Bethany, and we believe 
these services in commemoration of the martyr were of great 
value in giving our people a more intelligent idea of the thin gs 
for which their faith stands.” 

In the latter part of the vear, during the month of November, 
came the usual annual feature of out Mission Festivals. Despite 
the hard times both in town and country, these functions were 
well attended, and the financial results for the cause of Missions 
were little below those of last year. On the evening of the last 
of the series, that of the Memorial Church congregation, a public 
meeting was held in town, and the speakers, the Brn. Philip 
Wolter, and Bartels—during those days on a visit to St. Thothas 
—spoke on mission subjects relating to the West Indies and the 
field abroad, the last two speakers ‘showing what effect the war 
had had upon our work. 
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Actively our congregational work has continued along the 
usual lines. Pastoral visiting and responsibility of the “helpers”’ 
in their various districts keep us in touch with our people, while 
the several Societies and the Sunday School engage the interest 
of our young people and children. ‘lemperance work at Nisky 
continues to be a most useful feature, and in town it has revived 
somewhat during the year, there being more interest shown in 
the public meetings ; but we still lack a healthy public opinion 
on this question. The visit of a delegation of Sunday School 
workers on board the steamer Aroon/and immediately after 
Easter, when meetings were held in the Lutheran schoolroom 
and at the Memorial Church, with speeches by Mr. Frank Brown 
and others, was a source of inspiration to teachers. Bible study 
in connection with the Sunday School lessons engaged classes in 
the congregation during the second and third quarters of the 
year, and a good deal of interest was manifested; so the experi- 
ment will be continued in the New Year. 

The year closed with the usual Christmas festivities, but, 
though they were bright and hearty, one could not but think of 
the contrast of the season with the terrible struggle going on bit- 
terly in half the world. We join our prayers “with the many 
others from those war-stricken lands that God may soon bring 
peace, and that His blessed gospel may have free course and 
prosper. 

KE. C. GREIDER, 


Superintendent. 


St, Kitts. 


The sugar crop season of 1915 was a short one. 

The central factory ceased work in June, and as there is no 
general work until cultivation for next crop commences, there 
was a long period of time with little money in circulation. The 
war influenced the price of sugar very much. At the central 
factory 13s. per ton of canes was paid on the average, but very 
little of this found its way into the labourers’ pockets. As our 
membership is chiefly among the poorest there has been a 
decline in church income in some cases. ‘This decline has been 
by no means as great as was anticipated. The war has only 
ituenuad slightly the prices of commodities, the chief item of 
increase being in freight from England and America. Adminis- 
trator Roxburgh advised the large planting of potatoes and 
other vegetables in case our supplies were cut off, and some 


attempts were made to carry out his recommendations. One of 


the anomalies in an economic sense is, that llb. of Muscovado 
sugar is almost as dear as the best white sugar in England. As 
there is an export duty in St. Kitts, one or two estates found it 
profitable to market their sugar locally, and there has been 
always a good supply of Muscovado sugar in the island. If at 
any time the few remaining estates with their own works should 
be merged into the sugar factory, it will certainly cause a great 
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difficulty for the poorer classes, who use sugar daily in the place 
of tea, coffee, or chocolate. Cotton-growing has not been so 
frequent in the present year. ‘That industry has supplied in 
recent years a good cleal of labour after the sugar crop, but as 
the 1914 crop in some cases remains unsold, and as the price 
showed signs of declining, few estates put in much Sea-island 
cotton this year. Cotton growing is of advantage to the estates, 
and is of greater advantage to the poor people, for it brings with 
it an opportunity to make a little money when everything else 
is low. This decline of Sea-island cotton is due to the war. It 
would seem that a planter who had put in Egyptian cotton 
would have realized good prices, as the common sorts are in 
great demand for gun cotton. 

Happily the prices of most commodities were fixed by the 
Executive Council from time to time, so that exorbitant prices 
were prevented by martial law. ‘The list continues to be revised 
from time to time, according to the variations of markets and 
other changes which imported goods have to bear. 

Throughout the year there has been an exceptional rainfall. 
For three months not a day passed without rain. The total rain- 
fall for the island is 57 inches—this point has not been reached 
‘for twelve years. The record is an average for the island, but 
on Cunningham Estate alone 86 inches was registered for the 
year. 

A drive in various directions shows excellent crops of sugar 
cane. We look forward with hope to the crop of 1916, for it 
promises to be the best for ten or twelve years. 

Low wages and a desire for roving took many to Santo 
Domingo. The young men are chiefly influenced by these two 
reasons: a man does well if he earns ls. a day for six daysin the 
week regularly in St. Kitts ; whereas in Santo Domingo, 80 cents, 
and in some cases $1.00 a day are usual prices for agricultural 
labour. ‘Ihe means of transit are easy, for at certain times of the 
year free passages are granted, and for $3 anyone can reach 
Santo Domingo. 

America and Canada have claimed their quota of the popula- 
tion again; and it seems that the boys and girls are being 
educated by the British Government to furnish useful citizens 
in the United States of America. I am told on good authority 
that half of the former congregation of Basseterre are to be 
found in New York. The boys who go to be educated at the 
Grammar School by means of ‘scholarships for agricultural 
work, very’seldom take up agriculture as a profession ‘The 
‘rate of overseers’ salaries and wages are exceedingly low, and 
managers do not seem to favour such lads when they have com- 
pleted their agricultural training. They find their way to 
Canada or the States or revert at home into office boys, after- 
wards to become clerks in the Treasury or some other Govern- 
ment office. 

The station reports reveal the fact that in general the congre- 
gations have just about maintained the position of 1914. This 
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seems to hold both in external matters as well as spiritual 
matters. There are some gratifying items to record, and there 
is much to thank God for. The Astridye report speaks of six 
estates closed down owing to the extension of the Basseterre 
Sugar lactory, and to the changes among the people in conse- 
quence of this. Some workers of "advanced years find themselves 
out of employment, and unable, on account of age, to adapt them- 
selves to new conditions; the younger ones leave the district to 
find work. Although the conditions have been depressing, the 
results of the Harvest Festival were very gratifying, showing a 
spirit of willingness and self-sacrifice. The minister speaks of 
the useful work done by the King’s Daughters Circles, and of a 
new organisation—the Mothers’ Union. 

The Bethesda minister regrets the change of school, denomina- 
tional work having thereby lost a valuable church-worker in the 
late headmistress. He points out that the spiritual life might be 
better in the congregation. ‘The King’s Daughters have con- 
tinued their useful work. 

The Bethel report speaks of a spirit of willingness in the con- 
cregation—despite much poverty among the members. This 
spirit, being particularly noticeable in the choir, seems to be rest- 
ing ona firm trust in the Lord, and in the gospel truths pro- 
claimed week by week in the church. 

May the Lord's spirit rule and guide us in the coming year, 
and may much good be done for His name's sake. 


WILLIAM ‘INDALE, 


Trinidad. 


The total membership of the Trinidad Mission shows that an 
increase of 17 souls has been gained during the year 1915, and 
of these 13 are Communicant members. Our Sunday-schools 
throughout the island show an enrolment of 677 names, and the 
Day-schools claim 491 teachers and pupils. The offerings of the 
members in support of the churches show, in most of the ccn- 
gregations, an appreciation of the work done among them, and a 
desire to maintain the work of God. 

Searcity of work, and consequent economic depression, have 
lasted throughout the vear. Prices of imported foodstuffs and 
goods have constantly risen, until at the present time the cost of 
living is considerably higher than it was 12 or 18 months ago. 
This condition of things is more keenly felt by the poorer 
classes of the ‘community, from whence our congregation for the 
most part are drawn. 

On the other hand, favourable weather conditions in 1915 
have placed on the market a fair supply of ground provisions, 
and have thus mitigated what might otherwise have been severe 
difficulties for the people. A good cocoa crop, with fair prices, 
has benefited a few of our North-coast-members; and indirectly, 
through handling the cocoa as store-porters, &c.. some of the 
members of our town congregations have also derived good. 
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Speaking generally, the conditions of health in our congrega- 
gations have been good. We have been preserved from serious 
epidemics, and we record the death of only 15 persons in all our 
congregations. 

An event of interest in the religious life of Trinidad was the 
Annual Meeting, at the end of June, of the Trinidad Auxiliary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, this vear made 
memorable as the occasion on which the Auxiliary bade farewell 
to His Excellency Sir George Le Hunte, G.C.M.G., Governor of 
Trinidad - Tobago. His Excellency the Governor had _ been 
President of the Auxiliary all through his term of office, and had 
heartily supported and shown much interest in the work. About 
the middle of October His Excellency surrendered the govern- 
ment of ‘Trinidad, and left, on retirement, for England. 

Turning to the report of the individual stations :— 


Rosehill. 


Rosehill reports fair attendances at the ordinary services, and 
good audiences at such special meetings as the Evangelical 
Alliance services, United Lenten, and Passion Week and Easter. 
services. Reference is made to the tendency among certain of 
our members to neglect the worship of the sanctuary and other 
religious duties, under the difficulty resulting from lack of fine 
clothing and other luxuries. The year 1915 closes with 187 
communicant members, 176 Sunday scholars, and a total of 405 
souls. 

Mention is also made of the desecration of the Lord’s Day, so 
often seen in Trinidad, in Port of Spain and in the country 


places. 
Belmont. 


Belmont records with gratitude the Lord’s providential 
leadings in 1915, the holding of ordinary services, special meet- 
ings, and missionary festivals, at which latter there has been an 
effort to increase the local income, and thus do more for the 
cause of missions. 

Br. Morris expresses regret that members of the church in 
whose case the exercise of discipline has been found necessary, 
show little desire to seek restoration to church privileges. ‘The 
members have improved the appearance of their church building. 


Chaguanas. 


The work at Chaguanas has been conducted from Port of 
Spain, the ministers having been assisted in maintaining the 
services by catechists from Rosehill and Belmont. 

Contributions in aid of the work have been a little more than 
in former years. In addition, the members have been con- 
tributing towards the purchase of a small harmonium for use in 
our services, the want of which is keenly felt. At Chaguanas 
there is a numerous population largely composed of non-Christian 
Indians. ‘There is dense darkness and real need for the work. 
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Manantial. 


Manantial expresses thankfulness for Providential leadings and 
the passing of threatening clouds. In the early months of the 
year four small lots of land were purchased at Monte Video from 
the Crown reserves, about two miles south of Manantial. For 
some years owners of the Manantial estate lands have been asking 
higher rents of tenants, and otherwise working out the eviction 
of our members from the estate lands. Possession of these 
Monte Video lots will afford a location, should it become neces- 
sary, through the above-mentioned causes, to remove our church 
buildings from the rented Manantial lands. 

Ordinary and special services have been held during the year, 
and generally the members have shown appreciation. 

A new venture for which we wish success is the opening of a 
branch Sunday-school at Monte Video. The Day-school con- 
tinues to occasion serious concern. ‘The gradual thinning of the 
Manantial population, and other adverse circumstances, continue 
to operate against the interests of this school. 


lL) Anse Notre. 


Br. John writes of revived interest at L’Anse Noire, with 
better attendances at the services and an increase in the total 
number enrolled at the close of 1915. The evils specially com- 
mented on in the report of this congregation, are immoral living, 
vanity, and desecration of the Lord’s Day. ‘There has been an 
increase in the average attendance at the Sunday services and at 
the Day-school, though we regret that the same cannot be said 
concerning the Sunday-school. By the liberality and_ self- 
denial of many of the members at this station, much needed 
repairs have been done to a section of the church roof, without 
large outside help and with little indebtedness remaining. 


Some of the congregations in ‘l'rinidad have raised the assessed 
quotas of congregation cash for the year, the aggregate of the 
offerings of our members comparing very favourably with those 
in years not marked by the difficulties of 1915. In the spirit of 
thankfulness for the past we go forward into the New Year, 
trusting in His grace ‘‘ Whose we are, and Whom we serve.” 


H. E. ScHouTen. 


Tobago. 


The individual Reports must be searched for details in the 
history of this Mission. The health of the Mission Families has 
been good; and the sad experiences of many former years have 
not been repeated. The one exception has been at Moriah, where 
Sr. Clemens has passed a year of suffering, having enjoyed scarcely 
one fortnight of continuous good health. Despite this, her daily 
labours in the School, as well as in Girls’ classes, and district 
visiting, suffered no intermission. Her work was carried on un- 
der difficulties. | ae 
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At each of the stations the regular Sander services and week- 
day meetings have been maintained without any break, while at 
Salem and Culloden cottage-meetings have again been held fort- 
nightly from Moriah. As there are six pulpits to fill, and but 
four ministerial Brethren, this would have been impossible, but 
for the willing help of lay Brethren at the Sandy Point and Cen- 
tral stations. At Moriah the duties have to be fulfilled single- 
handed by the minister. It is the complaint, all round, that the 
attendances are not satisfactory. Our Wesleyan Brethren make 
the same experience. It cannot be laid to hard tomes. Circum- 
stances are easier with all our members than in former years, and 
the break of the long years of drought and the splendid rains 
which fell steadily and regularly during the latter half of the 
year have removed whatever financial pressure existed when the 
year commenced. It would seem as if a growing spirit of in- 
difference to the Divine claims, if not of avowed irreligion, were 
abroad. The fact that at both the larger stations— Montgomery 
and Moriah—the members failed, badly, in the matter of congre- 
gation-cash, has its significance. The steady faithfulness of “the 
old-time people in church-attendance and church- -support does 
not characterize the younger generation. ‘The same is the case 
in the other denominations, where recourse is had to all kinds of 
unworthy expedients to raise money. But, ‘‘ whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear,’ the W ord has been preached 
for a witness. — The Sunday and Day-schvols have been carried 
on without interruption. As to the former, we have had the un- 
usual privilege of a Sunday-school Convention in ‘l'obago, held at 
Scarboro’ during the last week of August, when quite a large 
number of delegates from Trinidad came over to attend a series 
of meetings in the Wesleyan chapel and at various centres in the 
Island. Owing to conflict of opinion, no Scripture examination 
was held in connection with the I8.S.A.— In the Day-schools 
the regular weekly religious instruction led up to the annual 
competitive examination, held in all the Moravian Schools in 
Trinidad and Tobago. (We have now ten aided schools.) It 
was gratifying when the Examiner. the Rev. J. C. McDonald, 
M A., of the Canadian Mission, awarded eighteen out of the pos- 
sible 24 prizes to Tobago. — It was not, however, equally satis- 
factory to find that 16 of these went to Moriah and Salem. 

At the farewell dinner, given by H.E. the Governor, Sir George 
Le Hunte, on the eve of his relijquishing his office, invitations 
were extended to the Superintendent and family. In Sir George 
Le Hunte our Mission has lost a sincere friend and well-wisher. 
whose decided Christian character made his tenure of office of 
the greater benefit to those he governed. — We were sorry to say 
goodbye to Br. A. B. Hutton, who paid us a flying visit at 
each station before quitting the Southern Islands for Antigua. 
Br. Hutton commenced his West Indian ministry at Moriah in 
1905. As in former years, the Tobago Brethren have rendered 
help in the North Coast Mission, Trinidad. However willingly 
this has been done, it has always involved much inconvenience 
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in arranging the pulpit fixtures here. ‘he fact that the bulk of 
the loco members are of Tobago extraction, and many of them 
well-known to the visiting Brethren, constitutes a strong claim 
on our services. Should the existing steamer communication be 
curtailed, as threatened, the result will be serious for the Toco 
Mission, so far as assistance from ‘lobago is concerned. — We are 
still confronted with the seemingly hopeless and insoluble prob- 
lem of immorality. There is apparently no improvement what- 
ever in this direction. It is difficult for the labourers in this 
vineyard to realize that it 1s wrong to accept the woeful con- 
ditions as inevitable. It is the writer's experience, often re- 
corded in former Reports, that until something definite and 
systematic is done to carry on the schooling beyond the period of 
leaving Day-school, and securing and maintaining a helpful in- 
fluence over the young people up to a later age, very little ad- 
vance can be made. [Except in rare cases. the home influences 
are hoptlessly evil. If the Government Education Commission, 
now sitting, would only inaugurate the separation of the sexes in 
the schools, an immense stride forward would at once be made. 
It is to be feared, however, that financial considerations will out- 
weigh any question of moral good to be gained. 

The usual friendly relations with the Weslevan Brethren were 
maintained, mutual help being rendered in pulpit and on plat- 
form. Nothing of the kind has been possible in the case of the 
Anglican Church, which continues to regard us and our work as 
a stumbling-block and an offence. At Easter the Rev. J. C. 
McDonald, of the Canadian Indian Mission, came over from San 
Fernando to help us at Montgomery, at the Missionary Festival. 
It is now 127 years ago since Br. and Sr. John Montgomery 
landed in Tobago, to labour ‘among the negroes.” <A well- 
disposed contemporary, of another Church, wrote in October, 
1791—‘‘ I regret very much the death of Mr. and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery. I was a very near neighbour of theirs and well ac- 
quainted with their virtues. Jhey were sincere servants of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and anxiously disposed to pro- 
pagate His holy religion among the Negroes, but they did not 
meet with the success that so laudable an undertaking merited, 
which | believe was principally owing to the Anarchy and Con- 
fusion (caused by the Revolution in France) which prevailed 
among us during his stay here.” From that far-away beginning 
till now, it has pleased God to permit Moravian Brethren— 
Germans. French, Swiss, Americans, Irishmen, Scotchmen, West 
Indians, and Englishmen—to labour here. May He richly bless 
the work of His servants now in this Mission ! 


Tu. L. CLEMENS. 


Santo Domingo. 
San Pedro. 


The work at San Pedro has been one of continued progress 
during the year. In spite of a very savage revolution during 
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the months of August and September, our people remained firm 
and steadfast in their devotion to their Church interests and 
obligations. The Sunday services were largely attended and 
the contributions were generous and liberal. 

The spiritual temperature is gradually improving, so that at 
our prayer meetings we find no difficulty in securing members 
to pray and to give their personal experiences. These meetin gs 
are characterised by a peculiar freedom, so that old and young 
vie with each other in giving testimony to the Gospel as the 
power of God unto salvation. 

Our Sabbath-school has been blessed in the accession of ¢ 
number of young men and young women whose interest in soahdions y- 
ing the word of God is greatly suggestive of what we may expect 
in the near future. The seed sown for years is now evidencing 
itself in hearts and minds desiring to be brought into personal 
contact with the truth as it is in Jesus. 

Our Day-school still exists, despite the numerous “ dance 
schools”’ located in almost every section of the town. The 
pastor, with two female assistants, has conducted this department 
without any financial help from the Provincial Board. Much 
could be accomplished in this department if official recognition 
can be secured, and a regular schoolmaster appointed. 

In the early part of the year we were favoured with an 
Episcopal visit, when the work received much impetus from the 
soulful sermon and exhortations of the Bishop. At the end of 
November we were delighted to have another visit by a member 
of the P.E.C., in the person of Br. A. B. Romig. His presence 
among us is always timely, and we profited by the visit. 

On account of the revolution in August, we could not celebrate 
our eighth anniversary ; but in November we did so by an 
‘“ Anniversary Concert.” 

We “climaxed”’ the year’s work by a ‘“‘Grand Procession ”’ 
in the streets of San Pedro de Macoris, when we elicited thie 
admiration and praises of the Dominicans, who stood gazing 
with wonder and amazement at the crowd as it moved in stately 
tread to the music of ** Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

In remembrance of all His mercies and goodness to us, we 
would, from the depths of our soul, sing, ‘‘ Not unto us, O Lord, 
but unto Thy name we give all the glory.” 
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The work at Consuelo has not prospered as we desired. 
Many causes disappointed our hopes and expectations. Among 
them is the need ofa settled place for holding services. The 
place in which services are generally held is often used for 
theatrical purposes. Tor this reason many of our people find an 
excuse for remaining away and relieving themselves of their 
Church responsibilities and obligations. 

The lack of a suitable place for settled worship might be some- 
what supplied by open-air services, but not all ministers sve 
the wisdom of adapting themselves to such conditions. 
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As the year was drawing to a close there was manifest a seem- 
ing interest in some of the people for their financial obligations. 
We will still look up and retain our confidence in the possi- 
bilities of this field for an abundant harvest. 


La Romana. 


The work at La Romana has rapidly developed. In February 
I was notified by Mr. Van Allen Harris that he was ready to 
place the keys of the newly erected building in my hands In 
company with Br. Charles, my assistant, I visited La Romana 
and opened the Church in the presence of a very large con- 
gregation. A summarised report of tle origin and development 
of the church enterprise was given. ‘I'he audience was then 
addressed by Mr. Van Allen Harris, Mr. Stahlman, and Br. 
Charles, and amid the shouts and rejoicings of the people the 
‘opening ” closed. 


On Palm Sunday, Mrs. Van Allen Harris, who had donated a 
fine Estey organ and volunteered to be organist, extemporised a 
song service, as there was no minister in charge. On Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday, Br. Charles was sent to hold the 
services, as the place for holding services at Consuelo was pre- 
occupied by a theatrical company. 


The Bishop came on Whit Sunday and consecrated the edifice. 


At the latter part of October I paid a visit and reorganised the 
work. ‘This makes the third time that an attempt at organisa- 
tion was made. Owing to the migratory character of our 
people in these regions, and the absence of a settled minister, 
the necessity arose for such a reorganisation. At this visit I 
also, by instruction from the P.E.C., prepared the way for Br. 
George Penn, of St. Thomas, who was appointed to take charge 
of the work. 


The people were glad to see me and to have the assurance of a 
resident minister. 


Mr. Harris, who had just returned from the States, renewed 
his promise of interest in, and support to, the work. Mr. 
Stahlman also assured me of his continued interest, and Dr. 
Otis promised to render all the help possible within his power. 


With these evidences and professions of interest I returned 
to Macoris with a glad heart, hopeful and expectant of great 
things for La Romana. 

In November, we were favoured with a visit by Br. A. B. 
Romig, who had been sent instead of Br. Penn to organise the 
work. 

God has abundantly blessed the work there in furnishing 
materials and men for the extension of the building, and given 
us every reason to expect an abundant harvest of spiritual 
results in the near future. 


Jno. A. D. Bioics. 
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St. Croix. (A brief extract.) 


The year 1915 has had in many respects its own marked 
features. It is a year in which we were, from the month of 
April onward, blessed with an exceptionally good rainfall, such 
as St. Croix has not seen for many years. In consequence, the 
soil responded with a very promising growth of canes, and if we 
add to this the fact that, because of the great European War, 
the price of sugar is high, the outlook indeed seemed to be 
bright. 

We have suffered several losses during the year among our 
working staff. Sr. Thompson, the widow of a former native 
minister in this island, was called home. Almost up to the end 
she has been a zealous worker in our congregation at Friedens- 
berg Friedensthal also lost through death an active worker in 
Br. F. Cruse, who was a member of the Church Committee and 
a Sunday-school teacher, and frequently held services for the 
prisoners. 

At Friedensfeld we have had to part with a most valuable 
assistant, Br. Jacobs, who after nearly thirty vears of service in 
the Government school at the station retired to St. Jan. During all 
these years he rendered untiring service, not only to the congre- 
gation at Friedensfeld, but also to the churches in the island. 
Many a time during the past few years he has looked after the 
work at Friedensfeld during the necessary absences of the pastor 
from the island, sometimes for weeks together. We are. however, 
glad to know that, whilst his removal has meant a loss to us, it 
has been a gain to our sister-island St. Jan, where he is now 
rendering assistance in the work. 


P. BARTELS. 


doe 


WEST INDIES (Wamaica). 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PROVINCE FOR THE 
YEAR 1915. 


was the case in all the other Provinces of the Unity» 
the year 1915 was a very trying one for us in Jamaica, 
and owing to the peculiar conditions under which the 
Ne entire work of the Moravian Church is now being 
carried on, it is difficult to enter into full particylars. 

The conditions under which each Province works are different: 


and what is normal in one place is abnormal in another. We 
can only, therefore, state facts as we see them, and avoid entering 
into explanations, which must be read between the lines. 
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Speaking generally we have much cause for thankfulness as 
we review the past twelve months, for war conditions tend to 
unsettle everything and bring into existence conditions never 
before experienced and never anticipated. 

The general tone of the congregation reports is hopeful and 
encouraging. In many instances ministers are able to state 
that signs are not wanting which show that the Spirit of God 
is among us and working, and that the hearts of members have 
been graciously affected. ‘There remains, however, yet very 
much to be desired in this respect, that formalism and church 
membership may not take the place of living faith in the Lord 
Jesus. ‘lhe well-known forms of sin are still prevalent, and 
there is much thoughtlessness and carelessness manifested ; but 
at the same time there is a growing stability and a growing 
sense of responsibility. 

No work which may be called new was undertaken during 
the year, and no new buildings were opened. Work on the new 
church at Kingston was resumed in August and has gone on 
ever since. At the time mentioned we had in hand about 
£700. This is now exhausted, and while the frame roof and 
windows (without glass) are up, there remains a great deal more 
to be done, before the building can be occupied. 

The statistical returns for the year under review show a slight 
falling off in membership, namely, a loss of 72 in communicants. 
The chief loss comes from one or two congregations. We are of 
opinion that we are not losing ground. The people still love 
and venerate the Church, but there is an increasing disinclina- 
tion on the part of many to submit to her discipline. It is along 
the line of personal influence that we must work in the future, 
not depending so much upon services in the churches, our 
‘speakings,”” and the oflice-bearers. During the past year or 
two there have been distinct efforts put forth on the part of 
ministers and congregation boards to get into closer touch with 
the lax and careless. 

At the beginning of the first quarter there were four minis- 
terial changes carried out, and Broadleaf and Patricktown were 
again put under one minister. So far the result is satisfactory, 
for both congregations did well. 

Generally “speaking, the financial results of the year’s work, 
while perhaps not everything that might have been hoped for, 
are far from unsatisfactory. In some respects the year was very 
much more prosperous than its immediate predecessors. ‘Lhe 
rainfall was plentiful and very evenly distributed. Suga 
coffee, ginger, and logwood sold well. he price of pimento w as 
low, but it 1s the kind of crop that will pay to gather even ata 
low price, for the cost of cultivation is almost nothing Not 
much was gathered, however, because proprietors have been so 
used to large returns that the small price offered appeared to 
them insignificant. In some districts, however (and | refer to 
the parts of the island where our con gregations are found), the 
coffee crop was small, and, generally, ground provisions (yams, 
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atin 


&e.), did not bear well. This has happened before. ‘The 

- seasons may be good, but the ground seems to be unproductive 
far the year. ‘T'hen, too, the island was affected by two very 
severe hurricances which swept our shores. Fortunately the 
island was not directly hit. ‘The earlier of the two damaged 
very severely growing bananas. ‘This fruit cannot stand any 
severe wind, and in a hurricane the tree snaps like a pipe-stem. 
The later one, however, did considerable damage in Manchester 
and, St. Elizabeth, where some dwelling-houses were blown 
down and some cultivation was destroyed. Weare very grate- 
ful that we got off as lightly as we did. Under existing con- 
ditions, had we been struck as we werein 1912, there would 
have been much suffering and few sources from which help 
could have been sought. Upon the whole Jamaica might have 
been very prosperous last year, had the buyers of produce been 
able to ship ; but the lack of ‘* bottoms”’ tended to cause accumu: 
lation of heavy stocks of all our island produce, and this in turn 
caused some reduction in the price. 

As this is more or less of an historical document, it is only 
right to add that the people of Jamaica have proved loyal to the 
flag under which they live, and have contributed to the extent of 
their ability to the Prince of Wales’s Fund, the Red Cross Fund, 
and other charitable objects for which appeal has been made 
during the year, and certain of our members or adherents have 
joined the War Contingent. 

The general health of the Island has been good, and none of 
the ministerial staff of the Province have suffered from serious 
illness. Those of us who were originally foreigners but whose 
interests are now perfectly identified with the Island in which 
we have found our life-work, are grateful for the continued 
interest which the Church at large continues to take in our 
work, manifesting this interest in the practical way it does, by 
supplying men and means to help to carry on the enterprises of 
the Province. We are sure also we are correct when we say 
that it is not only the foreign brethren who are grateful to the 
Home churches. We al/ appreciate their continued kindness, 
and realize at least to some extent how much it helps us. 

We are certain that we are justified in saying that the help is 
not given in vain, but that true and real progress is being made 
in and among our congregations in Jamaica. 

| Jon. REINKE, 
Kingston, llth February, 1916. President of the 


Provincial Elders’ Conference. 
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REPORT OF THE KINGSTON MORAVIAN CHURCH 
FOR THE YEAR 1915. 


The year which has just ended was in many respects a very 
trying one. The great war, which hangs like a pall over the 
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world, has had a very depressing effect upon the community. 
Times have been trying, and there has been a great lack of 
money and also employment. In fact, tradesmen and artizans 
have hardly been able to secure any work. ‘Then there were the 
two hurricanes, which, though they did not actually strike the 
Island, came so near that they did a good deal of damage, 
especi: ally on the North side, where the banana is the staple 
industry. Beside all these influences which could be felt, there 
was an almost undefinable influepce at work, depressing, all 
classes—a feeling of uncertainty and unrest. ‘This influence 
was largely felt in all departments of our work, and manifested 
itself in the unsatisfactory attendance at the public services. 

Now, lest it should be supposed that all is dark, it is only 
right and a pleasure to bear glad testimony to the great faithfulness 
and willingness of many of our members. There are many who 
not only do their dufy, but are faithful in every respect, and 
whose interest is unflagging. ‘They are present at as many of 
the services as possible, and assist in every cause, and it is evident 
that they have the true welfare of the congregation at heart. 

Our statistics show a slight falling off in our membership, 
namely six. 

In the beginning of August we were able to recommence 
work on the new church. Some members have continued 
through all these years to contribute regularly to the church 
building fund. Prominent among these are a few women who 
have faithfully continued to send in their gifts. We do not 
always refer to these things, but the faithfulness of these women 
is noteworthy, and has been a source of encouragement. With 
the help sent by friends in England and America, we hope that 
the opening will take place this year.* 

In matters financial we have perhaps done as well as was to 
be expected under the circumstances. 


Jno, REINKE. 


dO0<€ 


—— 


*In a covering letter, dated March 24th, 1916, Br. Reinke says: 
‘‘The work in the new church is getting on well. We have the roof on 
now, and most of the outside is finished, and the windows. I have just 
run out of money, whereas another £200 would enable me to open.”’ 
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REPORT OF THE MISSION FOR THE YEAR 
ENCING DECEMBER 3lst, 1915. 


General Survey. 


Membership. 
LTHOUGH there has been a gross increase of 83 souls 
in the Province during the year under review, we have 
to report a net decrease of 33. This is due to the 


ais dropping off of practically useless branches from the 
membership tree, which have been relegated to the class 

of probationary adherents. In the exercise of this regrettable 
duty the minister of the Queenstown congregation was the most 
unsparing—not from choice, but from a desire to benefit the 
organic life of the church as a whole. ‘The baptized member- 
ship, 7.¢., the total enrolment in connection with the Province, 
stands therefore at 1,587, made up as follows: 553 accredited 
communicants, 225 baptized adults, 117 under temporary 
discipline, and 692 baptized children. Of the accredited com- 
municants, 263 belong to Queenstown, 185 to Tabernacle, and 


105 to Graham's Hall. 
Congregation Finance. 


In the matter of Finance, when income and expenditure are 
reciprocally treated, the situation is somewhat improved from 
the standpoint of economy; for though our gross receipts 
(£400 5s. 10d.) were £9 less than last year, our expenses were 
also considerably less. Outside of foreign aid the net provincial 
income was £198, fifty-six per cent. of which was contributed 
by Queenstown, twenty-nine by Tabernacle, and fifteen by 
Graham's Hall. As regards Congregation Cash, Graham’s Hall 
average contribution per member|was again the highest this 
year, standing at 3s. 4d.; Cision rose to 3s. 3d.; while 
Tabernacle fell to 2s. 7d. In respect of contributions to 
Missionary Association funds, thanks largely to the untiring 
activity of the societies under the auspices of the sisters of the 
congregation, (Queenstown is easily first, with 4s. 3d.. per 
raember; Graham’s Hall, 3s. 2d.; Tabernacle, ls. ld. This last- 
mentioned congregation devoted much of its energy to making 
special efforts towards the reduction of the debt on its new 


church, and was therefore not in the best of form to meet the 


regular contributions required statutorily by the Church. 
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Efforts towards Self-support. 


As the aim of all true Mission work is the attainment of a 
standard of efficiency in which the foreign element gradually 
gives way to the native, both in regard to labourers and the 
means of supporting them, it 1s always essential to enquire how 
a Mission is developing towards this desirable goal—in other 
words, how the members are being educated to shoulder tlie 
responsibility which the establishment of a Native Church im- 
poses on them. ‘The truest index to this will be found in the 
sympathetic co-operation of all in whatever the organizing 
ability and skill of the Committees of Management and Ways and 
Means lay down or suggest for the development of the work 
along the best and most progressive lines. Chief of all these is 
the systematic payment of the regular Church dues on the 
scriptural basis. Dependence on spasmodic efforts, to take the 
place of or bolster up unsteady giving, is a poor expedient for 
what is required as a healthy exponent of progressive church life. 

Tried by this test, 1t must be admitted that there is room for 
improvement in our Province; much more so in any particular 
congregation that fails to approach its quota per capita from year 
to year. 

Conferences. 

The August Conference of the joint committees of the con- 
gregations “becomes incr easingly important, as these matters are 
carefully and prayerfully considered, and the principle enunciated 
above is discussed and made clear to the brethren, who, as a 
result, return to their constituencies with their vision clearer, 
their knowledge of the economic situation of the Province in- 
creased, and their resolution to support the cause greatly 
strengthened. Such was the experience made at the last August 
Conference. Manv differences and doubts were dissolved by a 
free. frank, and patient handling of controversial matters, and a 
keener sense of business, while false perspectives were corrected 
in a spirit of charity and brotherliness. 

The business of General Mission Conference, held in May, calls 
for no special comment, except that it re-affirmed the need for 
greater economy, and emphasised the necessity for a stricter 


watch over the class of members which encumbers the Churcl:- 


roll and reduces its standard of efficiency. ‘he Conference also 
decided that the names of only such children as are likely to 
become attached to our Church should be returned in the 
statistical report under the head of *‘ baptized membership.”’ 


The Balance Sheet. 


The balance sheet of the Province shows a very heavy liability, 
due principally to extensive improvements at ‘labernacle within 
the past six years, which boasts now a practically new manse 
and a fine and commodious new church edifice. On _ the 
Queenstown school there remains a debt which, by arrangement 
with Mission Board, is being reduced bya fixed annual payment. 
It will be found increasin aly difficult to wipe off this liability, as 
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the burden of self-support rests more directly on the shoulders 
of the individual congregations. ‘To increase the church popu- 
lation with spiritually healthy recruits, in order to more widely 
distribute the incidence of the financial burden and moral 
responsibility, must be a chief aim of our congregational activity. 
Again, the perennial reminder of a properly studied and faith- 
fully practised economy must not be relegated to the order of 
those things that do not really count in the greater and more 


spiritual work of the Church. The proverb ‘' ‘lake care of the 


pence and the pounds will take care of themselves’ has not 
outlived its usefulness. 

To conserve those elements that make for the consolidation and 
progress of our work should invite our most prayerful interest ; 
and what mutual forbearance, self-effacement, and great-souled 
charity can by God’s grace achieve, should be diligently sought 
by one and all for the good of our denominational Church and 
the glory of God. 

J. DiInGwaLi, Superintendent. 


Doe 


FOUR MONTHS IN. SURINAM. 


———>—— 


By the Rev. H. Weiss. 


Translated by Bishop We aylor Hamilton, D.D. 
(Continued from page 437.) 


CORONIE. 


HAD already been twice compelled to postpone my visit to 
Coronie. It was decidedly striking how the missionaries 
interested themselves in this particular journey. ‘‘ When 
are you going to Corénie?”’ ‘‘ Have you been in Coronie?”’ 


I was repeatedly asked. Originally I had hoped to spend 
two weeks there. But the time at my disposal did not allow of 
this. I thought of Zeist and of the work awaiting me there. 
Furthermore, two weeks would have been an unnecessarily long 
time to spend in this highly-spoken-of coast-district. I was 
therefore glad that the steamer which was to leave for CorOnie 


on June 22nd received orders to lie there a day longer than 


usual, that is from Tuesday to Thursday morning. That the 
landing there would be much more difficult than in Nickérie, 
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had been told me by the missionaries, but they added, ‘‘ Coronie 
is the Promised Land.”’ 

It was on the afternoon of Monday, June 22nd, that we put 
out to sea. Shortly before we started the Roman Catholic bishop 
appeared on board dressed in his episcopal robes and wearing 
his bishop’s cross suspended by a golden chain. He was accom- 
panied by a Redemptorist father and by a lay brother. ‘The last- 
named knew me and | knew him, for we had lived not far from 
each other twelve years ago at Groot Chatillon. He had often 
come into our garden to beg for flowers with which to decorate 
his chapel, and I had gladly given them to him. We conversed 
with each other to-day as we had done then, guardedly, so as not 
to give offence to one another. Now the old lay brother accom- 
panies his bishop, and gives one the impression that he is well 
content with his lot. 

Decidedly preferable to me was the companionship which. | 
enjoyed from our own camp. Br. Glitsch, for the time being 
manager of C. Kersten and Co., was on a business journey to 
Coronie, whilst Br. Paul Hellstréim had declared his willingness 
to accompany me to the “ Promised Land,” to testify to the kind 
feelings which he has always cherished for me 

A coastal trip is seldom pleasant. ‘The journeys to Nickérie 
and to Albina had already made me wise in this respect. But, 
since | do not suffer from sea-sickness, | succeeded in discover- 
ing the pleasant features of even this voyage. ‘The weather was 
favourable. Towards evening a severe thunder-storm passed 
over the coast. Flash after flash darted out of the dark masses 
of cloud and lit up the distant strip of coast. At 11.30 the 
Coronie lighthouse came in sight. ‘The captain steered towards 
the coast and stood in as near as the thick mud would permit, 
till the ‘‘sledge”’ stuck fast and sat there. ‘Then the anchor was 
dropped. In front of the coast of Coronie huge mud-banks ren- 
der it impossible for the ships to reach the land. I now had 
personally an opportunity of enjoying some of the ‘* beauties ” of 
the much-talked-of landing here. 

The night is dark. Only occasionally is the yellow brown 
water and the strip of woods near the sea lit up by a flash of 
lightning. In the shallow trough of the sea our little steamer is 
thrown to this side and that. ‘I'he rain pours down in streams. 
There is nothing to be done but to wait patiently till boats come 
to take us off. At last a light appears in the distance, that moves 
about unsteadily, dancing up and down, but gradually approach- 
ing us. It is a fishing-boat of considerable length, which at last 
makes fast to our vessel. It heaves up and down, and is dashed 
against the side of our vessel at regular intervals. first of all it 
must be unloaded. ‘The goods it brings for Paramaribo must be 
transferred to our vessel. About an hour is thus consumed. 
Then the order is given: “‘ First class passengers pass into the 
boat.’”” The bishop and his companions most politely make place 
for. us. But this is not to be wondered:at; a special boat has 
been chartered for the bishop. Iam the first to leave the ship. 
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At the moment when the wave brings the fishing-boat almost to 
the level of our deck I venture to jump. ‘The Brn. Hellstrém and 
Glitsch follow my example Among the second class passengers 
are women, who shrink from the risk. But the sailors help. 
Much time is not lost, though outcry is made. Weeping children 
are passed by the sailors like freight to anxious mothers in the 
boat. If this is the experience when the weather is favourable, 
what must it be like when the waves dash high and the breakers 
sweep over the deck! But at last everything 1s stowed in the 
fishing-boat—chests, trunks, bundles, tin boxes, tropical fruits. 
and human beings. We sit packed together like herrings. And 
now commences the trip so often hinted at, the sail by night. 
But the wind is favourable and the sails can be hoisted. Woe be 
to us, if at ebb we should stick fast in the mud and have to wait 
for the next flood-tide! I have only heard such stories told, and 
have not the slightest inclination to pass through the experience 
myself. W hilst we make for the land in the darkness we meet 
the boat coming for the bishop It is decorated with flowers, 
which we can but partially discern by the uncertain light of the 
lanterns. 

In a good half-hour we reach the entrance to the canal. Slowly 
and wearily our boat creeps through. All the land here is allu- 
vial deposit. Low bushes are on either side. Now and then a 
night bird utters its long-drawn plaintive cry. We have on our 
mosquito-veils, but they do not protect us against a species of 
smaller gnats. Every bite burns‘like fire. Only we three have 
such veils. ‘The rest of the people must beat off this plague with 
their hands. Mothers try to quiet their crying children, but not 
wholly with success. Some of the passengers lean over the sides 
of the boat and are sea-sick. ‘This is a little late, but my sym- 
pathy for them is none the less. Now the men of the boat com- 
mence their campaign against the mosquitoes and gnats. ‘The 
husks of cocoanuts are set on fire in a large iron pot. The biting 
smoke annoys our nostrils; but it seems to keep the mosquitoes 
at hay a little. 

Now the bishop’s boat passes us I get a blow on the head 
from one of their oars It is well that | am wearing my tropical 
helmet, otherwise | should have been injured by it. It was 
doubtless unintentional; so I forgive the unknown rower. 

Our boat goes more ‘and more slowly. ‘The canal becomes 


narrower and narrower. Wedo npt know whether we can make 


any more progress, and therefore 'decide to say farewell to the 
boat and complete our journey on foot. About 4 o'clock we 
reached ‘lotness. ‘The hospitable home of Br. and Sr. Voland is 
in great esteem among the missionaries. 

Here in Totness the Mission firm has a filial, in charge of 
Br. Voland. Here is also a congregation, a filial of Salem, our 
mother-congregation in the Coronie district. Before the firm 
established this filial in Totness, the situation was a trying one 
for missionaries who arrived here at night and wanted to get to 
Salem. Either they had to wait for the carriage, ordered from 
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the Mission-station in advance, or make their way to Salem on 
foot. But for our night’s lodging Br. and Sr. Voland had made 
provision, though of course we got very little sleep that night. 

Already at 7 a.m. Br. Riiffer’s carriage was at the door, and he 
invited me to take a drive through the happy land of Coronie. 
And indeed it is a happy land. It is the land of palms. On 
every side one sees cocoa-nut plantations. Nor is there any lack 
of ponds and lakes. Unfortunately the abundance of rain of late 
has flooded many stretches of land. The drainage of the district 
presents many difficult problems, and they constantly become 
more difficult, on account of the mud-banks heaped up along the 
coast. 

In this exceedingly fertile district live only between two and 
three thousand souls. Communication with Paramaribo is pos- 
sible only by sea. Buta beautiful wide road leads from 'Totness 
to Salem. On both sides are cocoa-nut trees, so that the road 
constitutes one long avenue of palms. 

In Totness and Salem the style of the houses is decidedly dif- 
ferent from that of the villages on the Para, and the physical 
traits of the people of the two districts are different In Coronie 
one meets with tall, well-built people. But I was told that there 
is danger that degeneration may set in, owing to marriages be- 
ing restricted to themselv es, on account of their isolation. The 
project of a railway— Paramaribo, Corénie, Nickérie, Georgetown 
—was once under consideration. But, after the experiences made 
in connection with the construction of the railway in Surinam, it 
is hardly to be expected that this plan will be carried out in the 
immediate future. 

Br. Riffer and I drove eis in the little two-wheeled carriage, 
drawn by an obstinate mule ‘The people of Totness stood be- 
fore their neat little houses and greeted the missionary from 
Salem and the stranger at his side. The people of the city no 
longer greet the missionary. He is not to them what he formerly 
was. The times have changed. The people of the city think 
that it would be a surrender of their liberty and equality to greet 
anyone politely. It seems to me that here in Coronie the patri- 
archal relationship between the missionary and his people still 
continues to exist. Br. Riffer and I chatted about the changes 
that a year may bring. It is not much more than a year since “he 
sat in front of his Dutch books in Amsterdam. Now he is mis- 
sionary of Salem, shepherd of the Cordnie district, husband and 
father. 

In three-quarters of an hour we reach Salem. In the Salem 
to which we are all looking forward it will be better than in the 
Salem of the Riiffers. But it is well that human happiness and 
peace with God are not dependent on the condition of the build- 
ings in which a man for a time lays down his pilgrim staff. As 
we stopped before the gate of Salem, Sr. Riiffer came with her 
baby on her arm to meet 5 and welcome us. 

Br. and Sr. Riiffer had been called to Salem only temporarily, 
and whilst I write these lines he is again active as one of the 


+ = ~~ ~ 


—— See Ge ee eR ee eee - 
: 


- 


a - y > mn 
en Ew ee ee are ee eS oo ae Rey ee € 
' » — . " -— - : - . 
a ’ - <> ge oT. 
a i i ee 
- 
. F ve ’ 


- ie — = on - a 2 - 
ee ae ee eS eee 
a oe ~* =—_— 
- — - —_ iti id tii 
——— . — ——— tl ) al 
a. = 


eee ae es ee ee ee ee ee 


~ i 


ea 
4 es a 


c-— € 2s Wo Ee Pe 2S > eee @ ater Vee eee 
a 


eget ay oO aera 
” 


“ - . ~ 
_- 
— 


* ene a 7 ” 
a <a abs dilate SNe 


Jats, 


Ce ee ee ee 


° a eg — ~ er rye ee == 
. " > a = - 


° es : 
~~ . . 


- = TS S eee - Pa Fa 


eee = oe 
' “ rs eS oe 
eS kee geen Gwe 


pee er Ee 
— ——~. 


a, oe ee ee 


~ = 


gi 


ne or eee eee ee ne 
- + we Be 


- 


£ 2 =- “S ea 
o + vkwe tod Meee # 
ae ey Woe i. enol ' 
-_—— 
et - <es 


yet aoa 


ee A tty ST PA RR LE as 1s te 
- a es AT a AO PR. a a ess 
eh ee ee pees nee tS 
ws * ee tell _ - - - — 
s La . = o* a & thy eo 4 “ 


~ on —— -<« — - oe Oe ~ - tae . ee —— ~ 
a lg ine RacttcergS SLE A LEDS, -. 
. - - - i- = — 
2 _— Lee Te a 
. aw — 
~~ ow . oe ee 
st nheha 


~ a ~ 
- 


- 
. ' > — - 
ore 6 ieee le ae ee nets 3 ee re a 9 oO Gee we Oe See 


a Fae IR es ee Sree ee ee 


we —- -« ~ rn 
- - 


Bias ol =e — _—— ~~ _ . - - 
ad Re Nh ee err er he Re ee oe oe 
. 


- — - mbt 
¢ e -~ . - = ~— fp 
oe » - 
ery : ; ou ; 
eS a o> — 2 ' ~ 
- ~ . ™ 
_ . . 
ill 3 x S. 
= 2 
:. 


oe ewe eK 


Pee ee svn Peek == 


pte age ee ate ® es 


el ee ee - 


uae ——_ 
sa 
_- 


_—-* 
—TS ee 


- 
, etna ———— Se oe 
, ‘ 7 s - 


ae” ee tee ise 
bie © ~ = -* > 


wr od 


478 | SURINAM. [ JUNE, 


ministers of the mother-congregation in Paramaribo. ‘Therefore 
they had arranged matters for themselves only temporarily in 
Salem. A refreshing draft was handed to us, and then we con- 
tinued our journey to Leasowes, where we greeted Sr. Prellwitz. 
Then we proceeded on our drive to a point where the. water 
poured across our road and rendered further progress westwards 
impossible. On the road we met Br. Prellwitz with the Brn. 
Glitsch and Hellstrom. On my return to Salem I had time to 
look over the mission house. What gives the Mission work of 
our Church its typical characteristics ? In my opinion the plain- 
ness of the appointments, often bordering on the ascetic, and the 
faithfulness of our missionaries in little things. Here is only a 
small example. It is but one of many. ‘The General Synod 
passed a resolution that economy must be practised everywhere. 
Salem needed repairs In the dwelling-house the decayed beams 
and boards were repaired, and new ones put in place, but paint 
had to wait awhile till there was money. One beam in the main 
building was rotten. A new beam would cost money—more than 
the budget allowed. Soa beam was taken from a side-building 
and replaced by the stem of a tree. And how do the articles of 
furniture look? There is not enough money in hand for new 
furniture. But our missionaries know how to help themselves. 
Economy has indeed been practised in Surinam. Our friends 
can be assured that their gifts for Mission purposes there are 
most conscientiously applied. 

During the afternoon we paid a visit to Br. and Sr. Prellwitz 
at the plantation Leasowes. [Extensive plantings of cocoa-nuts 
have been undertaken by him, and it is to be hoped that the 

palm-oil industry thus aimed at will contribute to the economic 
uplift of this beautiful district. Br Prellwitz is also engaged in 
draining more swamp-land, in order to lay out additional palm- 
groves. 

The service which had been planned for the evening could not 
take place, owing to the heavy rains. But next day I was able 
to visit the school, of 120 to 140 children, divided into four 
classes and meeting in the church for their instruction. Then 
came a drive to the out-station Hamilton, via Totness. It was a 
wonderful drive! At one point there was a dead boa constrictor 
beside the road. ‘They are plentiful here in the rainy season. 
We paid a visit to the native assistant, Br. Kraag, and inspected 
the little church. My stay here was too brief to permit of a com- 
parison with other congregations. Nor could I get any impres- 
sion of the school, as it was Wednesday afternoon, a half-holiday. 
During the evening I had the pleasure of addressing the congre 
gation at lotness. 

Here we spent the night, for the ship had to be reached a 
early as 3 o'clock in the morning, after the passage of the canal. 
We spent a pleasant evening in the company of Br. and Br. 
Voland.' We started whilst it was yet night, and at 6.15 in the 
morning of Thursday, June 25th, the steamer put to sea again 
In the afternoon at 5 we reached Paramaribo, where I had at one 
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to make preparations for the journey to the Saramacca with 
Br. Schmiedecke, to be commenced on the following morning. 


THE JOURNEY TO THE UPPER SARAMACCA, 


In the early morning hours of the two days of the week on 
which the train proceeds to the end of the railway, there is much 
life in and about the station in Paramaribo. Workmen start for 
the gold-fields and bid farewell to their families. ‘lappers of 
the rubber trees (Balata-bleeders) push their way through the 
crowd to secure a place in the train. Americats and English- 
men, who in some cases have their wives with them, look : after 
their baggage. It does not look as if we shall leave punctually. 

But at last the journey begins. Our immediate destination is 
I.wakoegron, where the railway touches the Saramacca, thence to 
turn south- east, in order to reach the Surinam River at the 
so-called cable station. 

Our train carries us first of all past the market-place, where 
the people from the districts have their fruits and vegetables for 
sale. ‘Then it skirts the river, where the shipping lies at 
anchor. [verywhere the crowds stand waving handkerchiefs 
Now we steam across to Saramacca Street and over the bridge 
across the Saramacca canal, Soon Sharon comes, where Sr. Hanna 
Kunz, who is in charge of the Home for children, waves us a 
farewell. Br. Eckardt stands on the verandah of the mission- 
house. But to-day the train does not stop at Sharon. It is an 
“express,” and will bring its passengers as far as Damm We 
dash past the pretty Sharon church, constantly making for the 
south-west At 1l we are at Kw akoegron. Before there was a 
railway the missionary who served the villages on the Upper 
Saramacca had to spend several days in the tent-boat to ret so 
far. It has taken us only four hours. The thought that 
Kwakoegron, the base for evangelistic work on the Upper 
Saramacca, can again be occupied by a native worker gladdens 
me. 

I am thankful to be able to make this journey in the company 
of Br. Schmiedecke, the Warden of the Surinam Mission. Our 
baggage is taken from the train and brought to the bank of the 
river, where a steamer belonging to the Government is ready to 
make the trip to Brokolongo. As long as the rainy season con- 
tinues the gold-seekers make good use of this means of trans- 
portation During the dry season the low water in the river 
renders it impossible for the steamer to run, and one has to 
betake oneself to the corial. Brokolongo is the head- -quarters 
of a Company which has received from the Government a con- 
cession to seek for gold in a certain region. Formerly the 
Company worked its ~ claim directly. Now it has sub-let its 
rights to individuals, who contract to sell the gold they find to 
the Company. ‘These persons in their turn hire their w orkmen 
in part in Paramaribo, but get men.also from the British West 
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Indies and Demerara. If itis practicable, the journeys of the 
workmen to and fro, and the transportation of provisions to them, 
all take place in the rainy season, when the steamer can be 
employed.. Thus it was that our steamer had in tow a large 
boat laden with provisions. A rowing boat takes two to three 
days from Kwakoegron to Brokolongo. We left at 1 o clock in 
the afternoon and were there in the evening of the same day. 

It was avery mixed set of fellow-passengers whom we 
with us. Inthe bows there sat with us Dr. X., who had leased 
a gold-field above Brokolongo. As she has frequently done, his 
wife accompanied him on the trip. ‘Their first stopping-place 
would also be Brokolongo In the stern of the boat the gold- 
seekers were packed together as closely as possible, and w hoever 
had not been able to get a place there sought to make himself as 
comfortable as he could on top of the goods in the boat that was 
being towed. 

The Saramacca seems to me the most beautiful of all the 
rivers on which I have travelled. I admit that tastes may differ, 
and that something may depend on the conditions of the 
weather during such a journey. It is true that the Upper 
Saramacca is not so large a stream as the Upper Surinam. But 
the landscape is the more attractive because the river is narrow 
and the countless bends have constant surprises in store for 
the careful observer. Hour after hour we steamed through the 
silent forest. Gigantic trees flung their arms far over the water, 
and from them the lianas hung down like huge ropes, ready to 
rescue anyone who might be swept into the river. ‘The stretch 
between Kwakoegron and Brokolongo is almost uninhabited. 
Here and there a couple of huts of Bush-Negroes, and here and 
there some primitive gold-seekers’ plant: that is all. 

Shortly before half-past six in the evening a house appeared 
on a rather steep hill on the right bank of the river. ‘That was 
Brokolongo, where Br. Schmiedecke hoped to spend the night. 
His preparatory messages had prepared the way, and we were 
not to be disappointed. Our Matuaris from the congregation of 
Nieuw Jakobkondre who had been directed to come to Broko- 
longo for us, were there to meet us with two corials, and 
greeted us on our arrival with the customary, “ Odi Leriman, 
fa joe tan ?”’ (“*Good day, missionary ; how do you do?’’) Six 
Bush-Negroes laid hold of our baggage and carried it up to the 
house on the steep hill. It is\a peculiar house—very large, 
standing on high pillars, and consisting of a large hall 
surrounded on all sides by verandahs. But the most peculiar 
thing about the house is that it has no partition or other walls of 
boards. ‘The hall and the verandahs are surrounded with wire- 
netting in place of walls. Here resides the agent of the Sara- 


had 


macca Gold Company, who welcomed Dr. X. and his wife and 
Br. Schmiedecke and myself and hospitably offered us shelter. 
The agent had his writing-desk at one of the narrower sides of 
the hall, whilst the remainder of the room served as bed-room 
and dining-room. ‘Two ministering spirits attended to the. 
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preparation of the evening meal, whilst our Bush Negroes 
brought our baggage and piled it up on one of the verandahs. 
We told them to be ready for us at 8 o'clock next morning. 
After our supper we felt the need of rest. I was in doubt 
how that could be arranged. But with the aid of a screen a 
sleeping-room was provided for Dr. X. and his wife. We were 
very tired, and were glad that it was not necessary to set up our 
folding cots. For even beds were provided in this hospitable 
house of mosquito netting. It wasa hot, sultry, tropical night. 


Flashes of lightning gleamed through the darkness, and their 


dazzling brilliancy blazed through the wall-less house. The 
thunder echoed and re-echoed among the hills, whilst the rain 
dashed down on the roof in streams. Behind their screen Dr. X. 
and his wife slept the sleep of the just. A lamp burned on the 
writing-desk of the Agent of the Saramacca Company, till he 
had finished his work. But in spite of our weariness Br. 
Schmiedecke and I could not sleep. I tried to realize more and 
more completely the advantages of a mosquito-proof house. 
These busy insects had, however, found their way through the 
barriers and through the mosquito-net oyer my bed, that was by 
no means free from holes. Yet sucha house is beautiful—one 
has a good view on all sides! ‘True it was black night now. 
But when the lightning flashed through the forest, it was as if 
fire-works were being let off. Besides, 1 could see how the 
Bush-Negroes on the opposite bank of the river had lit their 
torches of rosin as a protection against the mosquitoes, and for a 
long time I could hear them talking and laughing. Whata free 
and happy people these Matuari Negroes are! Here on the 
Upper Saramacca lived John King, a Bush-Negro to whom God 
spoke in dreams, till he at last made his way to Paramaribo to 
be instructed and baptized. ‘That was in 1861, and for 37 years 
he proclaimed the gospel to his own tribe and also to the Djoekas. 
To-morrow we are to see one of the Matuari congregations. Our 
destination will be Nieuw Jakobkondre. 

Saturday, June 27th. Already at an early hour our boatmen 
were ready with their corials at the bank. There were two of 
them, each manned by three men. One boat was for the freight, 
the other for Br. Schmiedecke and myself. This latter boat 
carried the Dutch flag. Our good people had built a low roof of 
palm leaves for us as a protection against the sun and the rain. 
We at once had it removed, for it would have entirely deprived 
us of the view. We left Brokolongo at 7.30 and made our way 
close by the bank. Our paddlers had hard work, for the river 
was swollen by the rain and they had to fight against the current. 
Here and there in clearings of the forest settlements of the gold- 
seekers or rubber-gatherers were to be seen. ‘The horn of the 
captain of our boat made known to them the approach of the 
missionaries. Gun-shots were fired off in welcome, as we passed 
these primitive dwellings. 

The little islands present a picturesque appearance. The 
banks are steep. Brown masses of rock rise out of the water. 
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The river has countless windings. The high hill which a mo- 
ment ago we saw before us lies to our left now. Above us floats 
a large bird, whose dazzling white plumage stands out clear 
against the dark blue of the tropical sky. Many giants of the 
forest are ‘glorious in their adornment of brilliant blossoms. 
They look like gigantic bouquets of red roses. ‘The forest no 
longer presents the monotony of green to which one is accus- 
tomed along the lower reaches of the river. The blossems of the 
primeval forest gleam like stars from out of the green verdure of 
the banks of the river. Gay butterflies flash across the water. 
In the distant background the mountains rise blue-green in 
colour. The water no longer has the muddy appearance of the 
lower reaches of the river; in spite of the heavy rains it is dark 
and transparent. It dashes with a peculiar charm between the 
high rocks that rise above the surface in spite of the unusual 
fullness of the stream. At about the fifth degree of latitude we 
pass the so-called “ Bat-rock,”’ lying in the midst of the stream. 
I had been told that an Indian inscr iption was to be seen on this 
rock. I got the paddlers to go quite close to it. I found some 
data in memory of a Gevernor who had probably made hjs way 
thus far, but no Indian inscription. As far as I know, there is 
only one stone in Surinam with carved inscriptions, made by 
Indians, and that is in the Marowijne River, south of Albina. 

From time to time our boat filled with water, that had to be 
baled out with a calabash. I said to the boatmen: ‘* Your boat 
leaks’; but they replied, “‘ No, missionary, the boat does not 
leak ; it only sucks up water!” On closer examination I dis- 
covered a lot of small holes, scarcely larger than a pin’s head, 
and tried to stop some of them with matches. 

Soon after noon we passed a camp of balata-hunters and then 
passed Old Jakobkondre. ‘The people who used to live here re- 
moved a few years ago somewhat further up-stream. A removal 
of this kind is soon made. ‘The huts of the Bush-Negroes are 
soon taken down, and are re-erected in ashort time. At 1 o'clock 
we reached Misaliebi. a filial of New Jakobkondre. The people 
were standing on the bank. Handkerchiefs were waved and 
guns were fired off Our boatmen took a brief rest. -“Thev have 
a hard piece of work before them. We must pass through the 
Mamadamm, in otder to reach New Jakobkondre. ‘This is 
an extensive series of rapids, on the right bank of which the 
village lies. 

One hears the thunder of the rapids already at a great dis- 
tance, and at a bend in the river they present a spectacle that 
rivets one’s attention. ‘l‘he whole breadth of the stream seems to 
have been sown with rocks and boulders, between which the 
foaming waters make their way. The whole river seems to*fairly 
boil. But now our Bush-Negroes are in their element. ‘They no 
longer laugh and jest; now hard work has to be done. Stand- 
ing upright in the boat, they pole it up the rapids. ‘They know 
exactly where they have to go. At times it almost appears as if 
the corial were hopelessly lost; but it just manages to twist 
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through between the rocks. Next moment the swirling current 
seizes it and drives it diagonally across the stream and we seem 
to have lost ground. But this is allowed for by the calculations 
of our men and 1s to further their advance They now have the 
boat just where they want it in order to avoid a dangerous place. 
In this way we advance zig-zag through the rocks We are half- 
way up the rapids, when we see people on the right bank watch- 
ing with closest attention every movement that the boat makes. 
Up on the heights there the huts of New Jakobkondre peep out 
of the green of the forest. Below at the bank stand the members 
of the congregation and wave to us with coloured handkerchiefs. 
Amid the roar and rush of the rapids and the cries of our boat- 
men we hear the words of their hymn: “ Jesus na wiesei wakka 
dei vo dei” (Jesus! still lead on, till our rest be won). The 
rapids have lost all terror for the children of the forest living 
here. ‘hey know the condition of the water, know every rock, 
every stone, and they know, too, that the strength of their arms 
and their skill is able to circumvent the power of the waters. 
But my companion and I were glad when the boat made fast and 
we had terra firma beneath our feet. 


Br. Eitenberg, the native worker stationed here, is both evan- 
gelist and schoolmaster. He leads us to the little palm-thatched 
charch. where verses of welcome are sung for us, and thence to 
the house where we are to lodge. It 1s a frame-house, built for 
the evangelist and his family, lying at the end of the village, 
which, like all other Bush-Negro villages, is without streets the 
houses scatterecl about regardless of any plan. Here we set up 
our cots, unpacked our cooking- utensils, and sought to make our- 
selves comfortable between four bare walls. 


We had a splendid view of the Mamadamm rapids from this 
house, and indeed had to get used to the noise of its roaring. 


The next day was Sunday. ‘The people of Nieuw Jakobkondre 
and Misaliebi and Oemankondre had flocked together to the little 
frame-church. I prayed the Litany in Negro-English and Br. 
Schmiedecke preached. The singing at the opening and close of 
worship was powerful, and the sermon not less so. Here in the 
primeval forest one is accustomed to other language than in the 
large town church in Paramaribo. 

I shall never forget this hour. The rapids calling to us from 
below, and these children of the primeval forest about us, old and 
young! And what is the actual condition of Christian living in 
these distant congregations in the forests? ‘l‘he attendance at 
church could not have been better. But that only shows that in 
the Bushland the outer forms and manifestations of church life 
prevail. But when one looks deeper one meets with sin as every- 
where else in the world, and it goes without saying that sin ap- 
pears here in forms other than those one is accustomed to in the 
city or on the plantations. But here too, as everywhere else, one 
finds well-grounded Christians, whose life gives testimony to the 
redemptive power of the gospel. 
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Br. Eltenberg makes special efforts to influence the young 
people. In the evening | attended a prayer-meeting, where they 
were especially represented. In the middle of the village there 
stands a house open on all sides and thatched with palm-leaves. 
A few petroleum lamps are attached to the posts that carry the 
roof. Benches have been carried from the church, and the young 
people sit on them or on the white sand of the ground. A small 
desk stands in the middle, lit by candles, ‘This evening the 
meeting is led by Daniela young Bush-Negro seventeen years 
of age. He stands before the desk. He is properly clothed. 
He looks so helpless and bashful that one almost pities him. He 
reads a passage from the Bible, and this seems to be no easy task 
for him. Then they kneel down and Daniel prays, as a child 
prays. ‘here is nothing artificial or put on or affected here. It 
comes from the heart. ‘Then another prays. Then a hymn re- 
sounds once more through the night and the darkness of the 
forest and above the wild roaring of the waters. As they join 
in the closing hymn, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
they give one another the hand. Iam glad to have been at 
Jacobkondre. 

Next morning we once more took our places in the corial. In 
the bows of the boat stands a young man of seventeen. ‘lhe joy 
of life gleams from his eyes. We are to proceed up stream. 
Here the Mamadamm is even wilder than below. Our boat is 
just between two rocks. ‘l'he water splashes into it. But we 
must make our way through here! At this instant there is a 
cracking of something. The long pole of the young Bush-Negro 
has snapped. He is himself already overboard. Next moment 
he stands on one of the rocks and grasps the boat in his strong 
hands and drags it through the rushing waters. That is our 
helpless Daniel of the evening before! 

From New Jakobkondre to Kwattahede it takes five hours. 
We have to pass through several rapids; the longest is the 
Buffalo Falls. Kwattahede is a very small congregation. Here 
we remained only a short time. 

I would gladly have pushed on further up the river, but my 
time in Surinam was coming to an end, and I had to think of 
preparations for the homeward voyage. 

Br. Schmiedecke and I returned to Paramaribo on the first of 
July. As we arrived at Kwakoegron on our way, the station was 
flagged in memory of the ni ag of the slaves fifty-one 
years ago. In Paramaribo the festive spirit is in evidence. 


(To be continued.) 


SECOND STATEMENT BY THE BRITISH 
PROVINCIAL MISSION BOARD. 


N the judgment of the British Provincial Mission Board, it 
has become desirable, in consequence of constant alteration 
and development of Government regulations and Proclama- 
tions during the progress of the War, to put on record a 


further statement, brought up to date, following on that 


“> 


issued in January, 1915, of the principles governing the action 
of the Board in dealing with Mission affairs, and the Board's 
practice in regard to same. 


The following outline therefore is drawn up and issued :— 


I. Business Matters and Finance.—As regards finance, matters 
remain very much as they were when the January, 1915, state- 
ment was published. Various developments have from time to 
time arisen, as increasingly drastic limitations have been drawn 
round financial association in any shape or form with Germany 
or any enemy territory, but such have not materially affected the 
lines and practice adopted by us from the beginning in regard to 
the rendering of financial assistance to the various mission-fields 
coming within the Board’s power of action. 

Il. Administration. —In administrative matters other than 
financial it has been, and it is, the desire of the Board, whilst 
not interfering with the functions of Mission Board, to be help- 
ful wherever possible; and, in view especially of the financial 
responsibility thrown upon us from the beginning of the War, 
we have also adopted an advisory attitude when any appeal has 
been addressed to us. 

In cases, for example, where authority has heen asked for by 
Boards or Conferences on matters which have arisen in corres- 
pondence, we have felt that, subject to the Board or Conference 
in question being unable to get into touch with Mission Board, 
we should not be exceeding the responsibilities of the moment 
and circumstances by expressing approval or otherwise regard- 
ing matters submitted to us. In no case, however, has initiative 
been taken by our Board so far in anything that would ordinarily 
have been dealt with by Mission Board. [Excepted only are the 
administration of the Mission College and Labrador, in regard to 
which executive powers already rest to a large extent in this 
country respectively with P.M.B. and 8.F.G. 

Whilst recording the above as our attitude at present, it is 
possible that questions calling for the initiative of this Board 
may arise ; and, if so, weshould not hesitate to act in the interests 
of the Missions. Under the existing War conditions we may find 
ourselves compelled to claim, and to exercise, complete inde- 
pendence of action, especially in financial matters, without refer- 
ence to Mission Board ; for any such reference to a Board located 
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in Germany might bring us into conflict with the Law or with 
Proclamations in force within the British Empire, with results 
which would make it impossible for us to continue the financing 
of the Missions as hitherto. 
Evetyn R. Hassf, 
President. 
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VIORAVIAN MITE ASSOCIATION. 


<> 
REPORT FOR 1915. 


By Rev, John Ellis ( Treasurer ). 

INCE the formation of the Association in 1882 there has 
been steady progress in the amounts collected. In the 
first year of its existence sez of our Congregations took 
up the work, and collected £20 6s. 8d.; last year 
£86 Os. lld. was obtained by the efforts put forth in 
thirty-five centres. For the first thirty years, 1882-1911, the 
average was £39 18s. 4d. per annum, while for the last four 
years, 1912-15, the average has increased to £77 16s. 10d., and 
the grand total is £1,508. Surely an object-lesson of what can 
be accomplished by united effort, and likewise a proof that 
pennies not only make shillings, but pounds. 


Though we cannot report that the total collected for 1915 
reached the three figures, yet we do very heartily congratulate 
the battalion of box-holders and collectors, who, with patient 
persistency, have gone forth to collect the weekly farthings, half- 
pennies, or pennies At times there may have been discourage- 
ment in the loss of a subscriber or the reduction of a subscrip- 
tion, while new members have been difficult to obtain; never- 
theless, the total amount collected, of £86 Os. Ild., is an 
encouraging achievement—an increase of £7 5s. 9d. upon the 
previous year. ‘here, however, ‘“remaineth vet much land to 
be possessed.’’ Conquests are only gained by whole-hearted 
determination, with enthusiasm for the cause. The £100 per 
annum is within sight. J¢ can be obtained. Will you say 7 
shall be ? 

A few of our members are somewhat dubious as to what really 
becomes of the ‘ Mites’”’ under present circumstances. We 
would emphasize the fact that one-third goes to Home Mission 
Funds, whilst another third, allocated to the General Mission 
Fund, is used for work in the British Colonies and neutral 
countries. ‘The remaining third, originally earmarked for 
mission work in Bohemia—the land of John Hus—is at present 
‘held up” and the cash retained by the Treasurer in England, 
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at interest, until after the war; for Bohemia is at present under 
Austrian control, therefore no money can be sent there. 

To our new collectors we would give a very hearty welcome ; 
to the veterans who year after year have proved their faithful- 
ness we would say, “Be not weary in well-doing”’; and those 
who have not applied for a box or collecting card we would urge 
to send at once, for now is the opportune moment. ‘To all we 
would express our very warmest thanks who in any way have 
striven to obtain such a splendid success for the Mite Associa- 
tion in the year 1915. 


—-—">@6€ 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Al the time of writing nothing has yet been settled re_ 
Z 


specting the Farewell Meeting on board the Harmony ; 


5 but that the ship will again leave our shores for 


Labrador during the coming summer is as Certain as 


anything can be in these uncertain times. 


On May 9th we received the first tidings from our southern 
Labrador stations, Makkovik, Hopedale, and Nain. Extracts 
from these letters will be found in this issue of our magazine 
under the heading of ‘‘ Miscellaneous Intelligence.” 

The letters confirm what Bishop Martin writes regard} ing the 

mildness of last autumn and early winter. He says: ‘We have 
had an exceptionally long and mild autumn. In the 28 years | 
have been here I have never experienced so late a winter. 
It was strange this Christmas to have only half the congregation 
here, whereas usually the church is quite full. Even now (Jan. 
oth) they have not all returned to the station, but we have at 
least received news from all the places where they are. Some 
will leave again shortly, as, severe cold having set in, there seem 
to be more foxes about.”’ 


Regarding the Panama Congress on Christian work in Latin 
America, we would take the liberty of quoting the following sen- 
tences from a short article by Mr. Robert E. Speer, the chairman 
of the Congress, which appears in ‘All the World,” for April, 
1916. This magazine is issued quarterly in the interests of 
the Home Department of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. : Mr. Speer 
writes :— 

“The Congress surpassed all the expectations of those who 
had planned and prayed for it. As many delegates attended as 
could be properly cared for, and the representation of the native 
churches was much more adequate, and proportionately far 
greater, than it was at Edinburgh. The'strength and devotion of 
the Latin-American leaders was a great revelation to many of 
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the North American and European delegates. Especially strong 
delegates had come from Brazil and Mexico, and the solidity, 
the ability, and the power of the contributions made by these 
delegates was not surpassed by any other work done in the 
congress. 

‘Panama, as it turned out, was the ideal place for the 
gathering. Itis probable that more delegates came there than 
could have been secured for any other city of North or South 
America, and the advantages of the Tivoli Hotel, which accom- 
modated almost all the delegates as one great family, and pro- 
vided them with a beautiful meeting-place without going out of 
the building, contributed greatly to the success of the gathering. 

“An official address of welcome was made to the congress by 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama, in 
which he said: ‘Impelled by a deep feeling of cordiality and 
goodwill, I come to welcome you in the name of the Panamanian 
Gvovernment at this opening session of the Congress of Christian 
work in Latin America. I desire to express the deep apprecia- 
tion I feel for the honour you have conferred upon me by this 
kind reception. It is my desire to return this compliment in 
the most worthy manner, not because of the formalities of 
etiquette, but because I wish with all sincerity to contribute to 
the success of meetings like these, which help to bring my 
country elements of the highest civilization, to which all good 
citizens aspire.’ 

‘The congress recommended that the Committee on Co-opera- 
tion in Latin-America, which represents the various mission 
boards at work in these fields, should act as a Continuation Com- 
mittee for the conference, planning and carrying out whatever 
co-operative work may meet the approval of the various mission- 
ary societies. In addition to this practical provision for the 
continuance of its work, the congress provided an object lesson 
of love and fairness and right spirit in dealing with difficult 
problems of missions and church relationship. It has promoted 
friendship, and has added to the stock of interracial goodwill. 
It has led to a new interest at home in Christian work in Latin 
America. It has brought together, in sympathy and trust and 
common purpose, leaders of the evangelical churches of North 
and South America. It has breathed new courage and hope into 
the hearts of lonely and scattered workers. It has led to a 
clearer discernment of the need of co-operation in tasks which 
are too great for us to compass in aloofness. It has sounded a 
call to a fuller fellowship of faith and race, and to a recognition 
of the fact that not geography, nor political sympathy, nor 
commercial interest, nor science, nor trade, but only Christ, can 
ever unite the nations of the North and South, or of the East 
and West.” For further notes on the Congress see ** Miscellaneous 
Intelligence.”’ - ——_——— 

On their way home to the States from ae our deputies, 
the Rev. Paul de Schweinitz and his wife, spent a few days in 
Jamaica, and visited several of our stations in that beautiful 
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island. An account of their tour in Jamaica is given in the 
Moravian, of April 19th, 1916. 


The Annual Meeting of the London Association in Aid of 
Moravian Missions was held on May 5th at Sion College, Victoria 
Embankment, London. ‘The chair was taken by J. H Buxton, 
Esq.. one of the Vice-Presidents of the Association, and the 
speakers were the Lord Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rev. Dinsdale 
‘l’. Young, and Dr. Hutton, late of Labrador. | 


oOe 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Karly Tidings from Labrador. 
wN May 9th the first news for this year reached us from the 


southern Labradorstations, Makkovik, Hopedale and Nain. 


Mr. Perrett writes from Hopedale on January 4th, 
1916, as follows :— 


‘It is still uneertain whether the usual January mail 
sledge will be able to travel or not, but if it does | know you will 
be glad to get news of us. We have had a remarkably open 
autumn and early winter, the like of which has not been known, 
I believe, for upwards of thirty years. ‘lhe older members of 
the congregation remember that once, when they were young, 
people came to the station per boat to join in the Christmas 
festivities, and we have had this experience this season. 

“After the //armony left it threatened to turn cold, but it 
proved to be only a threat. Short spurts of cold were followed 
by stretches of mild, windy, rainy weather, and as Christmas 
drew near we began to doubt whether the Eskimo families at 
distant sealing-places would be able to get here for the occasion. 
They were practically all without large boats, as, after conveying 
families and goods to the sealing-places, the men had brought 
the boats back here and put them on shore for the winter; so 
the only thing to do would be to fetch the boats again or wait 
till there is a road by ice. One boat was fetched and two 
families came here by it on December 23rd, but there are still 
several families from whom we have not heard for several weeks. 
On New Year’s night the sea partly froze over, but the ice is not 
really safe yet, so we may not see our people for a few days. 
Within the next few days, too, the mail sledge should leave Nain 
for Makkovik, but we shall have to wait and see what happens. 
It has not been severely cold yet ; —6° Fahr. is the lowest that 
has been registered. 

“We are hoping to hear that the sealing crews have made 
good catches, as our hunters have reported seals to be plentiful 
when the weather was sufficiently ‘civil’ for them to get out. 
Some of our men have succeeded in killing from a dozen to 
fifteen seals, which is not bad for Hopedale. We have thus been 
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able to purchase a little fresh meat occasionally, and seal steak is 
certainly not to be despised. Yesterday the men were on the ice 
looking for seals in the holes of water that have been kept open 
by the. current, and were successful in killing a few. They will 
probably get a few more to-day. No part of the seal is w asted. 
The meat is eaten, the blubber is useful as dogs’ food, and the 
skins are cured and made into boots. Fur is scarce. I don’t 
think more than a dozen foxes have been trapped or shot all the 
autumn. Partridges are not plentiful, though not as” rare as 
last year. 

‘Although we were only a reduced company jor the Christmas 
celebrations, we endeavoured to make things as enjoyable as 
possible for our people, and more especially for the children. 
Through the kindness of friends in Scotland, and the children of 
the Twerton congregation, we were able to decorate the two Christ- 


-mas-trees in the church with a splendid assortment of dolls, 


toys, &c.—for each child belonging to the ie ig th gre two toys. 
We invited the children to the church at 7 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve, and I presume they guessed what was afoot, although we 
had not divulged the secret. So at 7 p.m. we had a full congre- 

gation, the adults taking as. much interest as the children. We 
had heard whispers beforehand that the children were all agog 
with excitement as to whether there would be this gathering for 
their special benefit. ‘They had not forgotten the happy Christ- 
mas of a yearago. While we were gathere ed round the Christmas- 
trees our old friend—or had | better say our new friend ?—Father 
Christmas paid us a visit and distributed scrap-books, cards, X&c., 
to all the children. One or two children appeared to somewhat 
resent his appearance at first and made things lively with their 
cries, but they soon calmed down and got friendly. One or two 
of the adults, too, who had not made his acquaintance a year pre- 
viously, looked as though they were hesitating as to whether they 
should unite their voices with those of the crying babies or 
whether it would be wiser to make a bee-line for the door. Thev 
finally decided, however, to see the business through and risk 
the consequences, and, I think, they thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening’s entertainment, like everyone else 

Our oldest female chapel-servant passed away on December 
14th. She has been ailing for some two or three years, so her 
death was not unexpected. In-her the missionaries and the con- 
gregation have had a faithful helper, and such are not easily 
replaced.” 


On January 8th, Mr. Lenz wrote as follows from Makkovik :— 

‘By the grace of God we have again entered upon a new 
year in good health. The number of those that could join us in 
the House of God for the Watchnight Service was exceptionally 
small, as, owing to the late season, there was nowhere ice enough 
for travelling. This is something quite unheard of. We had 
plenty of spow on the land. but the temperature kept but little 
below freezing point all through November and December ;. 
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cold enough to freeze the ‘sweet’ water, but not the salt water 
of the sea. On Christmas Eve at last the mercury dropped to 
zero, and on New Year's Eve the bays began to freeze over. 

‘But just our Makkovik Bay, which is very open to the sea, 
is to-day still without ice, as continued heavy winds and storms, 
and the sea washing in heavily from outside, have so far pre- 
vented the ice from forming. Consequently we have neither 
heard from nor seen many outsiders since the autumn. But, as 
the cold is intense now, we hope soon to have connection with 
the surrounding neighbourhood everywhere. 

‘As far as we know, good health has prevailed since the 
summer. We have had three cases of influenza here at the 
station, but happily it does not seem to spread. 

‘Thanks to the good fishery of last summer, nearly all our 
people have been able to lay up for the winter a sufficient supply 
of flour and other necessary foodstuffs. We are the more thank- 
ful for this as the sealing season, with few exceptions, did not 
yield much. Furthermore, fur-bearing animals seem to be very 
scarce. 

‘“Qur new Schoolhouse has made very good progress—so 
much so that we can now think of using it this winter. None 
of the rooms has been painted as yet, but. we could use it for 
one winter without that. By and bye we will send a picture of 
it; but at the present time it does not seem advisable to enclose 
photos. ” 


Finally, on January 5th, 1916, Mr. Hettasch, of Nain, writes 
the following :— 

‘* You will have heard before now of the poor fishing season 
which our Nain people had last summer. Although quite pre- 
pared to see a winter of extreme poverty among the people ahead 
of us, we entertained some hopes that fur and seals might to 
some extent help over the worst. Last vear there was an abun- 
dance of foxes, and we did not think they would stay away all 
of a sudden. However, the trappers found last autumn that 
apparently the foxes had emigrated, very few indeed being left 
behind. 

“ Very few of the people have been so fortunate as to get a fox 
either by trap or by gun. ‘Then, again, the weather conditions 
seemed to favour the sealing. After the /armony had left us 
we had mild frost for weeks. ‘The beaches did not show any 


ice until well on in December. Those who were hunting in 


boats and kayaks came home occasionally with a seal, and about 
the middle of December large herds were seen in the bays. Con- 
tinued severe winds at that time made it impossible to hunt on 
the water. ‘The seals began to move south, when at last at 
Christmas the bays began to make ice. Still, the Eskimoes 
were full of hopes for a good seal-hunt, when a heavy North- 
wester on the day after Christmas broke up the new ice and 
made an easy way out for the few herds which had been closed 


in. ‘Thus, the last hope has vanished, and we are face to face 
with a winter of extreme poverty. 
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‘The few men who possess seal nets have done very well, and 
no doubt a little help will come from them. But this will not go 
far. Already I have had to dispense considerable amounts in 
poor relief. If only there was a way of finding work for those 
who are badly off. But I cannot devise any plan that would 
suit our conditions Of course the Store takes firewood, but that 
helps only those who have dogs; the very poorest, who have to 
haul every bit of fuel for their own houses themselves, can 
barely supply themselves.”’ : 


Notable Address delwered at the Congress on Christian work in 
Latin America, Feb. 10-20, 1916. 


In his address of welcome extended to the Congress, His 
Excellency Senor Ernesto LeFevre, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Panama, said among other things :— 

“The Constitution of the Republic of Panama gives ample 
guarantee of liberty of conscience. Asa proof of this, and be- 
cause our Government fervently desires to create a feeling of 
tolerance in the Republic, I have not hesitated to accept your 
kind invitation and to proffer a genuine welcome, although I am 
a sincere and devout Catholic. Let me impress upon you that, 
although the Panamanians have but recently gained their inde- 
pendence, it does not follow that they do not recognize the bene- 
fits brought about by respecting the liberties and rights of others. 

‘You have chosen the most propitious moment for vour noble 
task. While l am speaking, violence and fury are unchained in 
the Old World, destroying everything which they meet in their 
pathway. This horrible calamity fills us with terror. It is only 
natural that, guided by the ideals of righteousness preached by 
Jesus, our Lord, we, the peoples of America, should do all in our 
power not only to keep away from strife, but to bring about a 
lasting peace among those who are at war. We must also show 
that in our American republics, in spite of their faults and 
deficiencies, pacific ideals flourish better than in monarchial 
countries. ‘This is due to the efforts they make for the develop- 
ment of civic and moral education. It is my understanding, that 
all religious men, everywhere, without distinction of creed or 
race, should take part in this high and holy mission, and that 
you have come here impelled by this noble purpose. Your pur- 


‘pose is to unify the moral and religious forces of America. For 


this reason, and with great foresight, you have selected for this 
Congress the soil of Panama, as a entral point from which its 
influences will widely radiate. 


‘‘ We appreciate the importance of our location here, and since 


we desire to meet the demands of every human interest, we hold | 


our country open to all men and to all generous ideas. Our 
motto: ‘ Pro Mundi Beneficio,’ is not an empty phrase but a frue. 
sentiment of our people. With all the respect and consideration 
which is due to such a gathering as this, I take great pleasure in 
saluting you in the name of the Government of Panama, and 
wish for you all success in your mission.’ 

—The Panama * Star and Herald.” 
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Introduction 


I Reports of the Mission Fields— 


America 

1. North America (Labrador, Alaska and California) 
2. West Indies (Jamaica, Kastern Province) 

3. Central America (Nicaragua) 
4 


South America (Demerara, Surinau } 


; ‘ee 


Africa 


South Africa (Western and Eastern Provinces) 


Asia (West Himalaya) 


Australa 


North Queensland 


Il. Summary for the Year— 
a. Management of the Home Department 
b. Mission Fields and Missionaries 
c. Statistics 
1. Statistics of the Missionaries and Helpers ... 
2. Statistics of the Missions 


8. Statistics of the Schools 


Leper Home Report 
Editorial Notes 


‘AGE 


195 


O22 


523 
023, 


526 


